The Tabernacle of David

1 Chronicles 13:1-8

1 Then David consulted with the captains of thousands and hundreds, and with every leader. 2And David said to all the assembly of
Israel, "If it seems good to you, and if it is of the LORD our God, let us send out to our brethren everywhere who are left in all the
land of Israel, and with them to the priests and Levites who are in their cities and their common-lands, that they may gather together
to us; 3and let us bring the ark of our God back to us, for we have not inquired at it since the days of Saul." 4Then all the assembly
said that they would do so, for the thing was right in the eyes of all the people. 5So David gathered all Israel together, from Shihor in
Egypt to as far as the entrance of Hamath, to bring the ark of God from Kirjath Jearim. 6And David and all Israel went up to Baalah,
to Kirjath Jearim, which belonged to Judah, to bring up from there the ark of God the LORD, who dwells between the cherubim,
where His name is proclaimed. 7So they carried the ark of God on a new cart from the house of Abinadab, and Uzza and Ahio drove
the cart. 8Then David and all Israel played music before God with all their might, with singing, on harps, on stringed instruments, on
tambourines, on cymbals, and with trumpets.

1 Chronicles 15:1
1 David built houses for himself in the City of David; and he prepared a place for the ark of God, and pitched a tent for it.

1 Chronicles 16:1
1 So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tabernacle that David had erected for it. Then they offered burnt
offerings and peace offerings before God.

1 Chronicles 6

Musicians in the House of the LORD

31 Now these are the men whom David appointed over the service of song in the house of the LORD, after the ark
came to rest. 32They

were ministering with music before the dwelling place of the tabernacle of meeting, until Solomon had built the
house of the LORD in

Jerusalem, and they served in their office according to their order.

33And these are the ones who ministered with their sons: Of the sons of the Kohathites were Heman the singer,
the son of Joel, the son of

Samuel,

1 Chronicles 9

30And some of the sons of the priests made the ointment of the spices.

31Mattithiah of the Levites, the firstborn of Shallum the Korahite, had the trusted office over the things that were
baked in the pans. 32And

some of their brethren of the sons of the Kohathites were in charge of preparing the showbread for every Sabbath.
33These are the singers, heads of the fathers' houses of the Levites, who lodged in the chambers, and were free
from other duties; for they

were employed in that work day and night. 34These heads of the fathers' houses of the Levites were heads
throughout their generations. They

dwelt at Jerusalem.

1 Chronicles 15

16Then David spoke to the leaders of the Levites to appoint their brethren to be the singers accompanied by
instruments of music, stringed

instruments, harps, and cymbals, by raising the voice with resounding joy. 17So the Levites appointed Heman the
son of Joel; and of his

brethren, Asaph the son of Berechiah; and of their brethren, the sons of Merari, Ethan the son of Kushaiah; 18and
with them their brethren of

the second rank: Zechariah, Ben, Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah,
Elipheleh, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom,
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and Jeiel, the gatekeepers; 19the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were to sound the cymbals of bronze;
20Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth,

Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and Benaiah, with strings according to Alamoth; 21Mattithiah, Elipheleh, Mikneiah,
Obed-Edom, Jeiel, and

Azaziah, to direct with harps on the Sheminith; 22Chenaniah, leader of the Levites, was instructor in charge of the
music, because he was

skillful; 23Berechiah and Elkanah were doorkeepers for the ark; 24Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, Amasai,
Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer,

the priests, were to blow the trumpets before the ark of God; and Obed-Edom and Jehiah, doorkeepers for the ark.
2550 David, the elders of Israel, and the captains over thousands went to bring up the ark of the covenant of the
LORD from the house of

Obed-Edom with joy. 26And so it was, when God helped the Levites who bore the ark of the covenant of the
LORD, that they offered seven

bulls and seven rams. 27David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, as were all the Levites who bore the ark, the
singers, and Chenaniah the

music master with the singers. David also wore a linen ephod. 28Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant
of the LORD with shouting

and with the sound of the horn, with trumpets and with cymbals, making music with stringed instruments and
harps.

29And it happened, as the ark of the covenant of the LORD came to the City of David, that Michal, Saul's daughter,
looked through a

window and saw King David whirling and playing music; and she despised him in her heart.

1 Chronicles 16

4And he appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, to commemorate, to thank, and to
praise the LORD God of

Israel: 5Asaph the chief, and next to him Zechariah, then Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah,
and Obed-Edom: Jeiel with

stringed instruments and harps, but Asaph made music with cymbals; 6Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests regularly
blew the trumpets before the

ark of the covenant of God.

David's Song of Thanksgiving
e 7 On that day David first delivered this psalm into the hand of Asaph and his brethren, to thank the LORD:

1 Chronicles 16

42and with them Heman and Jeduthun, to sound aloud with trumpets and cymbals and the musical instruments of
God. Now the sons of

Jeduthun were gatekeepers.

1 Chronicles 23

40f these, twenty-four thousand were to look after the work of the house of the LORD, six thousand were officers
and judges, 5four

thousand were gatekeepers, and four thousand praised the LORD with musical instruments, "which I made," said
David, "for giving praise."

6Also David separated them into divisions among the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

25For David said, "The LORD God of Israel has given rest to His people, that they may dwell in Jerusalem forever";
26and also to the

Levites, "They shall no longer carry the tabernacle, or any of the articles for its service." 27For by the last words of
David the Levites were

numbered from twenty years old and above; 28because their duty was to help the sons of Aaron in the service of
the house of the LORD, in

the courts and in the chambers, in the purifying of all holy things and the work of the service of the house of God,
29both with the showbread
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and the fine flour for the grain offering, with the unleavened cakes and what is baked in the pan, with what is
mixed and with all kinds of

measures and sizes; 30to stand every morning to thank and praise the LORD, and likewise at evening; 31and at
every presentation of a burnt

offering to the LORD on the Sabbaths and on the New Moons and on the set feasts, by number according to the
ordinance governing them,

regularly before the LORD; 32and that they should attend to the needs of the tabernacle of meeting, the needs of
the holy place, and the needs

of the sons of Aaron their brethren in the work of the house of the LORD.

1 Chronicles 25

The Musicians

The Divisions of the Musicians

1 Moreover David and the captains of the army separated for the service some of the sons of Asaph, of Heman,
and of Jeduthun, who should

prophesy with harps, stringed instruments, and cymbals. And the number of the skilled men performing their
service was: 20f the sons of

Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah, and Asharelah; the sons of Asaph were under the direction of Asaph, who
prophesied according to the

order of the king. 30f Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah,
six, under the direction of

their father Jeduthun, who prophesied with a harp to give thanks and to praise the LORD. 40f Heman, the sons of
Heman: Bukkiah,

Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, Romamti-Ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi,
Hothir, and Mahazioth.

5All these were the sons of Heman the king's seer in the words of God, to exalt his horn. For God gave Heman
fourteen sons and three

daughters.

6All these were under the direction of their father for the music in the house of the LORD, with cymbals, stringed
instruments, and harps, for

the service of the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman were under the authority of the king. 7So the
number of them, with their

brethren who were instructed in the songs of the LORD, all who were skillful, was two hundred and eighty-eight.
8And they cast lots for their duty, the small as well as the great, the teacher with the student.

9Now the first lot for Asaph came out for Joseph; the second for Gedaliah, him with his brethren and sons, twelve;
10the third for Zaccur, his

sons and his brethren, twelve; 11the fourth for Jizri, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 12the fifth for Nethaniah,
his sons and his brethren,

twelve; 13the sixth for Bukkiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 14the seventh for Jesharelah, his sons and his
brethren, twelve; 15the eighth

for Jeshaiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 16the ninth for Mattaniah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 17the
tenth for Shimei, his sons and

his brethren, twelve; 18the eleventh for Azarel, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 19the twelfth for Hashabiah, his
sons and his brethren, twelve;

20the thirteenth for Shubael, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 21the fourteenth for Mattithiah, his sons and his
brethren, twelve; 22the fifteenth

for Jeremoth, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 23the sixteenth for Hananiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve;
24the seventeenth for

Joshbekashah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 25the eighteenth for Hanani, his sons and his brethren, twelve;
26the nineteenth for Mallothi,

his sons and his brethren, twelve; 27the twentieth for Eliathah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 28the twenty-
first for Hothir, his sons and his
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brethren, twelve; 29the twenty-second for Giddalti, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 30the twenty-third for
Mahazioth, his sons and his

brethren, twelve; 31the twenty-fourth for Romamti-Ezer, his sons and his brethren, twelve.

1 Chronicles 28

10Consider now, for the LORD has chosen you to build a house for the sanctuary; be strong, and do it."

11Then David gave his son Solomon the plans for the vestibule, its houses, its treasuries, its upper chambers, its
inner chambers, and the place

of the mercy seat; 12and the plans for all that he had by the Spirit, of the courts of the house of the LORD, of all
the chambers all around, of

the treasuries of the house of God, and of the treasuries for the dedicated things; 13also for the division of the
priests and the Levites, for all

the work of the service of the house of the LORD, and for all the articles of service in the house of the LORD. 14He
gave gold by weight for

things of gold, for all articles used in every kind of service; also silver for all articles of silver by weight, for all
articles used in every kind of

service; 15the weight for the lampstands of gold, and their lamps of gold, by weight for each lampstand and its
lamps; for the lampstands of

silver by weight, for the lampstand and its lamps, according to the use of each lampstand. 16And by weight he
gave gold for the tables of the

showbread, for each table, and silver for the tables of silver; 17also pure gold for the forks, the basins, the pitchers
of pure gold, and the

golden bowls--he gave gold by weight for every bowl; and for the silver bowls, silver by weight for every bowl;
18and refined gold by weight

for the altar of incense, and for the construction of the chariot, that is, the gold cherubim that spread their wings
and overshadowed the ark of

the covenant of the LORD. 19"All this," said David, "the LORD made me understand in writing, by His hand upon
me, all the works of these

plans."

20And David said to his son Solomon, "Be strong and of good courage, and do it; do not fear nor be dismayed, for
the LORD God--my

God--will be with you. He will not leave you nor forsake you, until you have finished all the work for the service of
the house of the LORD.

21Here are the divisions of the priests and the Levites for all the service of the house of God; and every willing
craftsman will be with you for

all manner of workmanship, for every kind of service; also the leaders and all the people will be completely at your
command."

1 Chronicles 29

Offerings for Building the Temple

Offerings for Building the Temple

1 Furthermore King David said to all the assembly: "My son Solomon, whom alone God has chosen, is young and
inexperienced; and the

work is great, because the temple is not for man but for the LORD God. 2Now for the house of my God I have
prepared with all my might:

gold for things to be made of gold, silver for things of silver, bronze for things of bronze, iron for things of iron,
wood for things of wood, onyx

stones, stones to be set, glistening stones of various colors, all kinds of precious stones, and marble slabs in
abundance. 3Moreover, because

I have set my affection on the house of my God, I have given to the house of my God, over and above all that I
have prepared for the holy

house, my own special treasure of gold and silver: 4three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of Ophir, and seven
thousand talents of refined
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silver, to overlay the walls of the houses; 5the gold for things of gold and the silver for things of silver, and for all
kinds of work to be done by

the hands of craftsmen. Who then is willing to consecrate himself this day to the LORD?"

6Then the leaders of the fathers' houses, leaders of the tribes of Israel, the captains of thousands and of hundreds,
with the officers over the

king's work, offered willingly. 7They gave for the work of the house of God five thousand talents and ten thousand
darics of gold, ten

thousand talents of silver, eighteen thousand talents of bronze, and one hundred thousand talents of iron. 8And
whoever had precious stones

gave them to the treasury of the house of the LORD, into the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. 9Then the people
rejoiced, for they had offered

willingly, because with a loyal heart they had offered willingly to the LORD; and King David also rejoiced greatly.

David's Praise to God
10 Therefore David blessed the LORD before all the assembly; and David said:

"Blessed are You, LORD God of Israel, our Father, forever and ever.
11Yours, O LORD, is the greatness,

The power and the glory,

The victory and the majesty;

For all that is in heaven and in earth is Yours;
Yours is the kingdom, O LORD,

And You are exalted as head over all.

12Both riches and honor come from You,
And You reign over all.

In Your hand is power and might;

In Your hand it is to make great

And to give strength to all.

13"Now therefore, our God,

We thank You

And praise Your glorious name.

14But who am I, and who are my people,
That we should be able to offer so willingly as this?
For all things come from You,

And of Your own we have given You.

15For we are aliens and pilgrims before You,
As were all our fathers;

Our days on earth are as a shadow,

And without hope.

16"0 LORD our God, all this abundance that we have prepared to build You a house for Your holy name is from
Your hand, and is all Your

own. 171 know also, my God, that You test the heart and have pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the
uprightness of my heart I have

willingly offered all these things; and now with joy I have seen Your people, who are present here to offer willingly
to You. 180 LORD God

of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep this forever in the intent of the thoughts of the heart of Your
people, and fix their heart

toward You. 19And give my son Solomon a loyal heart to keep Your commandments and Your testimonies and
Your statutes, to do all these

things, and to build the temple for which I have made provision."
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20Then David said to all the assembly, "Now bless the LORD your God." So all the assembly blessed the LORD God
of their fathers, and

bowed their heads and prostrated themselves before the LORD and the king.

Solomon Anointed King

* 21 And they made sacrifices to the LORD and offered burnt offerings to the LORD on the next day: a thousand
bulls, a thousand rams, a

thousand lambs, with their drink offerings, and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel.

2 Chronicles 5

The Ark Brought into the Temple

1 So all the work that Solomon had done for the house of the LORD was finished; and Solomon brought in the
things which his father David

had dedicated: the silver and the gold and all the furnishings. And he put them in the treasuries of the house of
God.

The Ark Brought into the Temple

* 2 Now Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the chief fathers of the children of
Israel, in Jerusalem, that

they might bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD up from the City of David, which is Zion. 3Therefore all the
men of Israel assembled

with the king at the feast, which was in the seventh month. 4So all the elders of Israel came, and the Levites took
up the ark. 5Then they

brought up the ark, the tabernacle of meeting, and all the holy furnishings that were in the tabernacle. The priests
and the Levites brought them

up. 6Also King Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel who were assembled with him before the ark, were
sacrificing sheep and oxen

that could not be counted or numbered for multitude. 7Then the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the
LORD to its place, into the

inner sanctuary of the temple, to the Most Holy Place, under the wings of the cherubim. 8For the cherubim spread
their wings over the place

of the ark, and the cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles. 9The poles extended so that the ends of the
poles of the ark could be seen

from the holy place, in front of the inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen from outside. And they are there to
this day. 10Nothing was in

the ark except the two tablets which Moses put there at Horeb, when the LORD made a covenant with the children
of Israel, when they had

come out of Egypt.

11And it came to pass when the priests came out of the Most Holy Place (for all the priests who were present had
sanctified themselves,

without keeping to their divisions), 12and the Levites who were the singers, all those of Asaph and Heman and
Jeduthun, with their sons and

their brethren, stood at the east end of the altar, clothed in white linen, having cymbals, stringed instruments and
harps, and with them one

hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets-- 13indeed it came to pass, when the trumpeters and singers
were as one, to make one

sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD, and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and
cymbals and instruments of

music, and praised the LORD, saying:
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"For He is good,
For His mercy endures forever,"

that the house, the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud, 14so that the priests could not continue ministering
because of the cloud; for
the glory of the LORD filled the house of God.

2 Chronicles 7

Solomon Dedicates the Temple

God's Promise to Solomon
* 1 When Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the
sacrifices; and the glory of the
LORD filled the temple. 2And the priests could not enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD
had filled the LORD's
house. 3When all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of the LORD on the temple,
they bowed their faces to the
ground on the pavement, and worshiped and praised the LORD, saying:

"For He is good,

For His mercy endures forever."

4Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices before the LORD. 5King Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty-
two thousand bulls and

one hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the people dedicated the house of God. 6And the
priests attended to their

services; the Levites also with instruments of the music of the LORD, which King David had made to praise the
LORD, saying, "For His

mercy endures forever," whenever David offered praise by their ministry. The priests sounded trumpets opposite
them, while all Israel stood.

7Furthermore Solomon consecrated the middle of the court that was in front of the house of the LORD; for there
he offered burnt offerings

and the fat of the peace offerings, because the bronze altar which Solomon had made was not able to receive the
burnt offerings, the grain

offerings, and the fat.

2 Chronicles 8

14And, according to the order of David his father, he

appointed the divisions of the priests for their service, the Levites for their duties (to praise and serve before the
priests) as the duty of each

day required, and the gatekeepers by their divisions at each gate; for so David the man of God had commanded.
15They did not depart from

the command of the king to the priests and Levites concerning any matter or concerning the treasuries.

2 Chronicles 9

11And the king made walkways of the algum wood for the house of the LORD and for the king's house, also harps
and stringed instruments

for singers; and there were none such as these seen before in the land of Judah.
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2 Chronicles 20

Jahaziel Promises a Great Deliverance

1 It happened after this that the people of Moab with the people of Ammon, and others with them besides the
Ammonites, came to battle

against Jehoshaphat. 2Then some came and told Jehoshaphat, saying, "A great multitude is coming against you
from beyond the sea, from

Syria; and they are in Hazazon Tamar" (which is En Gedi). 3And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the
LORD, and proclaimed a

fast throughout all Judah. 4So Judah gathered together to ask help from the LORD; and from all the cities of Judah
they came to seek the

LORD.

5Then Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, before the new
court, 6and said: "O LORD

God of our fathers, are You not God in heaven, and do You not rule over all the kingdoms of the nations, and in
Your hand is there not

power and might, so that no one is able to withstand You? 7Are You not our God, who drove out the inhabitants of
this land before Your

people Israel, and gave it to the descendants of Abraham Your friend forever? 8And they dwell in it, and have built
You a sanctuary in it for

Your name, saying, 9"If disaster comes upon us--sword, judgment, pestilence, or famine--we will stand before this
temple and in Your

presence (for Your name is in this temple), and cry out to You in our affliction, and You will hear and save.' 10And
now, here are the people

of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir--whom You would not let Israel invade when they came out of the land of Egypt,
but they turned from

them and did not destroy them-- 11lhere they are, rewarding us by coming to throw us out of Your possession
which You have given us to

inherit. 120 our God, will You not judge them? For we have no power against this great multitude that is coming
against us; nor do we know

what to do, but our eyes are upon You."

13Now all Judah, with their little ones, their wives, and their children, stood before the LORD.

14Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the
son of Mattaniah, a Levite

of the sons of Asaph, in the midst of the assembly. 15And he said, "Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of
Jerusalem, and you, King

Jehoshaphat! Thus says the LORD to you: "Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great multitude, for the
battle is not yours, but

God's. 16Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up by the Ascent of Ziz, and you will find them at
the end of the brook

before the Wilderness of Jeruel. 17You will not need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves, stand still and see
the salvation of the LORD,

who is with you, O Judah and Jerusalem!" Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out against them, for the
LORD is with you."

18And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem
bowed before the LORD,

worshiping the LORD. 19Then the Levites of the children of the Kohathites and of the children of the Korahites
stood up to praise the LORD

God of Israel with voices loud and high.

20So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went out,
Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Hear me,

O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the LORD your God, and you shall be established; believe His
prophets, and you shall

prosper." 21And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to the LORD, and
who should praise the
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beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying:

"Praise the LORD,
For His mercy endures forever."

22Now when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushes against the people of Ammon, Moab, and
Mount Seir, who had
come against Judah; and they were defeated.

28So they came to

Jerusalem, with stringed instruments and harps and trumpets, to the house of the LORD. 29And the fear of God
was on all the kingdoms of

those countries when they heard that the LORD had fought against the enemies of Israel. 30Then the realm of
Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his

God gave him rest all around.

2 Chronicles 23

Joash Crowned King of Judah

Joash Reigns in Judah

* 1 In the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened himself, and made a covenant with the captains of hundreds:
Azariah the son of Jeroham,

Ishmael the son of Jehohanan, Azariah the son of Obed, Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son of
Zichri. 2And they went

throughout Judah and gathered the Levites from all the cities of Judah, and the chief fathers of Israel, and they
came to Jerusalem.

3Then all the assembly made a covenant with the king in the house of God. And he said to them, "Behold, the
king's son shall reign, as the

LORD has said of the sons of David. 4This is what you shall do: One-third of you entering on the Sabbath, of the
priests and the Levites, shall

be keeping watch over the doors; 5one-third shall be at the king's house; and one-third at the Gate of the
Foundation. All the people shall be

in the courts of the house of the LORD. 6But let no one come into the house of the LORD except the priests and
those of the Levites who

serve. They may go in, for they are holy; but all the people shall keep the watch of the LORD. 7And the Levites
shall surround the king on all

sides, every man with his weapons in his hand; and whoever comes into the house, let him be put to death. You
are to be with the king when

he comes in and when he goes out."

8So the Levites and all Judah did according to all that Jehoiada the priest commanded. And each man took his men
who were to be on duty

on the Sabbath, with those who were going off duty on the Sabbath; for Jehoiada the priest had not dismissed the
divisions. 9And Jehoiada

the priest gave to the captains of hundreds the spears and the large and small shields which had belonged to King
David, that were in the

temple of God. 10Then he set all the people, every man with his weapon in his hand, from the right side of the
temple to the left side of the
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temple, along by the altar and by the temple, all around the king. 11And they brought out the king's son, put the
crown on him, gave him the

Testimony, and made him king. Then Jehoiada and his sons anointed him, and said, "Long live the king!"

Death of Athaliah

* 12 Now when Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and praising the king, she came to the people in
the temple of the LORD.

13When she looked, there was the king standing by his pillar at the entrance; and the leaders and the trumpeters
were by the king. All the

people of the land were rejoicing and blowing trumpets, also the singers with musical instruments, and those who
led in praise. So Athaliah

tore her clothes and said, "Treason! Treason!"

14And Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains of hundreds who were set over the army, and said to them,
"Take her outside under

guard, and slay with the sword whoever follows her." For the priest had said, "Do not kill her in the house of the
LORD."

15So they seized her; and she went by way of the entrance of the Horse Gate into the king's house, and they killed
her there.

16Then Jehoiada made a covenant between himself, the people, and the king, that they should be the LORD's
people. 17And all the people

went to the temple of Baal, and tore it down. They broke in pieces its altars and images, and killed Mattan the
priest of Baal before the altars.

18Also Jehoiada appointed the oversight of the house of the LORD to the hand of the priests, the Levites, whom
David had assigned in the

house of the LORD, to offer the burnt offerings of the LORD, as it is written in the Law of Moses, with rejoicing and
with singing, as it was

established by David. 19And he set the gatekeepers at the gates of the house of the LORD, so that no one who
was in any way unclean

should enter.

20Then he took the captains of hundreds, the nobles, the governors of the people, and all the people of the land,
and brought the king down

from the house of the LORD; and they went through the Upper Gate to the king's house, and set the king on the
throne of the kingdom. 21So

all the people of the land rejoiced; and the city was quiet, for they had slain Athaliah with the sword.

2 Chronicles 29

11My sons, do not be negligent now, for the LORD has chosen you to stand before Him, to serve Him, and that
you should minister to Him

and burn incense."

12Then these Levites arose: Mahath the son of Amasai and Joel the son of Azariah, of the sons of the Kohathites;
of the sons of Merari, Kish

the son of Abdi and Azariah the son of Jehallelel; of the Gershonites, Joah the son of Zimmah and Eden the son of
Joah; 13of the sons of

Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeiel; of the sons of Asaph, Zechariah and Mattaniah; 14of the sons of Heman, Jehiel and
Shimei; and of the sons of

Jeduthun, Shemaiah and Uzziel.

15And they gathered their brethren, sanctified themselves, and went according to the commandment of the king,
at the words of the LORD,

to cleanse the house of the LORD. 16Then the priests went into the inner part of the house of the LORD to cleanse
it, and brought out all the

debris that they found in the temple of the LORD to the court of the house of the LORD. And the Levites took it out
and carried it to the

Brook Kidron.

17Now they began to sanctify on the first day of the first month, and on the eighth day of the month they came to
the vestibule of the LORD.

So they sanctified the house of the LORD in eight days, and on the sixteenth day of the first month they finished.
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18Then they went in to King Hezekiah and said, "We have cleansed all the house of the LORD, the altar of burnt
offerings with all its articles,

and the table of the showbread with all its articles. 19Moreover all the articles which King Ahaz in his reign had cast
aside in his transgression

we have prepared and sanctified; and there they are, before the altar of the LORD."

Hezekiah Restores Temple Worship

20 Then King Hezekiah rose early, gathered the rulers of the city, and went up to the house of the LORD. 21And
they brought seven bulls,

seven rams, seven lambs, and seven male goats for a sin offering for the kingdom, for the sanctuary, and for
Judah. Then he commanded the

priests, the sons of Aaron, to offer them on the altar of the LORD. 22So they killed the bulls, and the priests
received the blood and sprinkled

it on the altar. Likewise they killed the rams and sprinkled the blood on the altar. They also killed the lambs and
sprinkled the blood on the

altar. 23Then they brought out the male goats for the sin offering before the king and the assembly, and they laid
their hands on them. 24And

the priests killed them; and they presented their blood on the altar as a sin offering to make an atonement for all
Israel, for the king

commanded that the burnt offering and the sin offering be made for all Israel.

25And he stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with stringed instruments, and with harps,
according to the

commandment of David, of Gad the king's seer, and of Nathan the prophet; for thus was the commandment of the
LORD by His prophets.

26The Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests with the trumpets. 27Then Hezekiah
commanded them to offer the burnt

offering on the altar. And when the burnt offering began, the song of the LORD also began, with the trumpets and
with the instruments of

David king of Israel. 28So all the assembly worshiped, the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded; all this
continued until the burnt offering

was finished. 29And when they had finished offering, the king and all who were present with him bowed and
worshiped. 30Moreover King

Hezekiah and the leaders commanded the Levites to sing praise to the LORD with the words of David and of Asaph
the seer. So they sang

praises with gladness, and they bowed their heads and worshiped.

31Then Hezekiah answered and said, "Now that you have consecrated yourselves to the LORD, come near, and
bring sacrifices and thank

offerings into the house of the LORD." So the assembly brought in sacrifices and thank offerings, and as many as
were of a willing heart

brought burnt offerings. 32And the number of the burnt offerings which the assembly brought was seventy bulls,
one hundred rams, and two

hundred lambs; all these were for a burnt offering to the LORD. 33The consecrated things were six hundred bulls
and three thousand sheep.

34But the priests were too few, so that they could not skin all the burnt offerings; therefore their brethren the
Levites helped them until the

work was ended and until the other priests had sanctified themselves, for the Levites were more diligent in
sanctifying themselves than the

priests. 35Also the burnt offerings were in abundance, with the fat of the peace offerings and with the drink
offerings for every burnt offering.

So the service of the house of the LORD was set in order. 36Then Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced that God
had prepared the people,

since the events took place so suddenly.

2 Chronicles 30
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21So the children of Israel who were present at Jerusalem kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with
great gladness; and the

Levites and the priests praised the LORD day by day, singing to the LORD, accompanied by loud instruments.

2 Chronicles 35

Josiah Keeps the Passover

Josiah Keeps the Passover

* 1 Now Josiah kept a Passover to the LORD in Jerusalem, and they slaughtered the Passover lambs on the
fourteenth day of the first month.

2And he set the priests in their duties and encouraged them for the service of the house of the LORD. 3Then he
said to the Levites who taught

all Israel, who were holy to the LORD: "Put the holy ark in the house which Solomon the son of David, king of
Israel, built. It shall no longer

be a burden on your shoulders. Now serve the LORD your God and His people Israel. 4Prepare yourselves
according to your fathers'

houses, according to your divisions, following the written instruction of David king of Israel and the written
instruction of Solomon his son.

11And they slaughtered the Passover offerings; and the priests sprinkled the blood with their hands, while the
Levites skinned the animals.

12Then they removed the burnt offerings that they might give them to the divisions of the fathers' houses of the
lay people, to offer to the

LORD, as it is written in the Book of Moses. And so they did with the cattle. 13Also they roasted the Passover
offerings with fire according

to the ordinance; but the other holy offerings they boiled in pots, in caldrons, and in pans, and divided them
quickly among all the lay people.

14Then afterward they prepared portions for themselves and for the priests, because the priests, the sons of
Aaron, were busy in offering

burnt offerings and fat until night; therefore the Levites prepared portions for themselves and for the priests, the
sons of Aaron. 15And the

singers, the sons of Asaph, were in their places, according to the command of David, Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun
the king's seer. Also the

gatekeepers were at each gate; they did not have to leave their position, because their brethren the Levites
prepared portions for them.

16So all the service of the LORD was prepared the same day, to keep the Passover and to offer burnt offerings on
the altar of the LORD,

according to the command of King Josiah. 17And the children of Israel who were present kept the Passover at that
time, and the Feast of

Unleavened Bread for seven days. 18There had been no Passover kept in Israel like that since the days of Samuel
the prophet; and none of

the kings of Israel had kept such a Passover as Josiah kept, with the priests and the Levites, all Judah and Israel
who were present, and the

inhabitants of Jerusalem. 191In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah this Passover was kept.

Ezra 2

69According to their ability, they gave to the treasury for the work sixty-one thousand gold drachmas, five
thousand minas of silver, and one

hundred priestly garments.

70So the priests and the Levites, some of the people, the singers, the gatekeepers, and the Nethinim, dwelt in
their cities, and all Israel in their

cities.
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Ezra 3

Worship Restored at Jerusalem

The Restoration of Worship

1 And when the seventh month had come, and the children of Israel were in the cities, the people gathered
together as one man to Jerusalem.

2Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and his
brethren, arose and built the altar of

the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is written in the Law of Moses the man of God. 3Though fear
had come upon them

because of the people of those countries, they set the altar on its bases; and they offered burnt offerings on it to
the LORD, both the morning

and evening burnt offerings. 4They also kept the Feast of Tabernacles, as it is written, and offered the daily burnt
offerings in the number

required by ordinance for each day. 5Afterwards they offered the regular burnt offering, and those for New Moons
and for all the appointed

feasts of the LORD that were consecrated, and those of everyone who willingly offered a freewill offering to the
LORD. 6From the first day

of the seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the LORD, although the foundation of the temple of
the LORD had not been laid.

7They also gave money to the masons and the carpenters, and food, drink, and oil to the people of Sidon and Tyre
to bring cedar logs from

Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, according to the permission which they had from Cyrus king of Persia.

Restoration of the Temple Begins

8 Now in the second month of the second year of their coming to the house of God at Jerusalem, Zerubbabel the
son of Shealtiel, Jeshua the

son of Jozadak, and the rest of their brethren the priests and the Levites, and all those who had come out of the
captivity to Jerusalem, began

work and appointed the Levites from twenty years old and above to oversee the work of the house of the LORD.
9Then Jeshua with his sons

and brothers, Kadmiel with his sons, and the sons of Judah, arose as one to oversee those working on the house of
God: the sons of

Henadad with their sons and their brethren the Levites.

10When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests stood in their apparel with
trumpets, and the Levites, the sons

of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD, according to the ordinance of David king of Israel. 11And they sang
responsively, praising and

giving thanks to the LORD:

Nehemiah 11

22Also the overseer of the Levites at Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the son of
Mattaniah, the son of Micha, of

the sons of Asaph, the singers in charge of the service of the house of God. 23For it was the king's command
concerning them that a certain

portion should be for the singers, a quota day by day.

Nehemiah 12

Temple Responsibilities
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44 And at the same time some were appointed over the rooms of the storehouse for the offerings, the firstfruits,
and the tithes, to gather into

them from the fields of the cities the portions specified by the Law for the priests and Levites; for Judah rejoiced
over the priests and Levites

who ministered. 45Both the singers and the gatekeepers kept the charge of their God and the charge of the
purification, according to the

command of David and Solomon his son. 46For in the days of David and Asaph of old there were chiefs of the
singers, and songs of praise

and thanksgiving to God. 47In the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah all Israel gave the portions for
the singers and the

gatekeepers, a portion for each day. They also consecrated holy things for the Levites, and the Levites consecrated
them for the children of

Aaron.

Singing and Music in the Prophetic

Isaiah 14
7The whole earth is at rest and quiet;
They break forth into singing.

Isaiah 35

21t shall blossom abundantly and rejoice,
Even with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
The excellence of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
The excellency of our God.

10And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
And come to Zion with singing,
With everlasting joy on their heads.
They shall obtain joy and gladness,
And sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Isaiah 38

20"The LORD was ready to save me;
Therefore we will sing my songs with stringed instruments
All the days of our life, in the house of the LORD."

Isaiah 42

Praise to the LORD

10 Sing to the LORD a new song,
And His praise from the ends of the earth,
You who go down to the sea, and all that is in it,
You coastlands and you inhabitants of them!
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Isaiah 44

23Sing, O heavens, for the LORD has done it!
Shout, you lower parts of the earth;
Break forth into singing, you mountains,
O forest, and every tree in it!
For the LORD has redeemed Jacob,
And glorified Himself in Israel.

Isaiah 48

20Go forth from Babylon!
Flee from the Chaldeans!
With a voice of singing,
Declare, proclaim this,
Utter it to the end of the earth;
Say, "The LORD has redeemed
His servant Jacob!"

Isaiah 49

13Sing, O heavens!
Be joyful, O earth!
And break out in singing, O mountains!
For the LORD has comforted His people,
And will have mercy on His afflicted.

Isaiah 51

11So the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
And come to Zion with singing,
With everlasting joy on their heads.
They shall obtain joy and gladness;
Sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Isaiah 54
A Perpetual Covenant of Peace
A Promise of Everlasting Kindness
1 "Sing, O barren,
You who have not borne!
Break forth into singing, and cry aloud,
You who have not labored with child!
For more are the children of the desolate
Than the children of the married woman," says the LORD.
2"Enlarge the place of your tent,
And let them stretch out the curtains of your dwellings;
Do not spare;
Lengthen your cords,
And strengthen your stakes.
3For you shall expand to the right and to the left,
And your descendants will inherit the nations,
And make the desolate cities inhabited.

Isaiah 55
12"For you shall go out with joy,
And be led out with peace;
The mountains and the hills
Shall break forth into singing before you,
And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

Zephaniah 3
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17The LORD your God in your midst,
The Mighty One, will save;
He will rejoice over you with gladness,
He will quiet you with His love,
He will rejoice over you with singing."

18"I will gather those who sorrow over the appointed assembly,
Who are among you,

To whom its reproach is a burden.

19Behold, at that time

I will deal with all who afflict you;

I will save the lame,

And gather those who were driven out;

I will appoint them for praise and fame

In every land where they were put to shame.

Ezra 2

65besides their male and female servants, of whom there were seven thousand three hundred and thirty-seven;
and they had two hundred men

and women singers. 66Their horses were seven hundred and thirty-six, their mules two hundred and forty-five,
67their camels four hundred

and thirty-five, and their donkeys six thousand seven hundred and twenty.

68Some of the heads of the fathers' houses, when they came to the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem,
offered freely for the house of

God, to erect it in its place: 69According to their ability, they gave to the treasury for the work sixty-one thousand
gold drachmas, five

thousand minas of silver, and one hundred priestly garments.

70So the priests and the Levites, some of the people, the singers, the gatekeepers, and the Nethinim, dwelt in
their cities, and all Israel in their

cities.

Ezra 3

10When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests stood in their apparel with
trumpets, and the Levites, the sons

of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD, according to the ordinance of David king of Israel. 11And they sang
responsively, praising and

giving thanks to the LORD:

"For He is good,
For His mercy endures forever toward Israel."

Then all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house
of the LORD was laid.

Nehemiah 12

24And the heads of the Levites were Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with their brothers
across from them, to praise

and give thanks, group alternating with group, according to the command of David the man of God.

Nehemiah Dedicates the Wall

27 Now at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought out the Levites in all their places, to bring them to
Jerusalem to celebrate the

dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings and singing, with cymbals and stringed instruments and harps.
28And the sons of the singers
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gathered together from the countryside around Jerusalem, from the villages of the Netophathites, 29from the
house of Gilgal, and from the

fields of Geba and Azmaveth; for the singers had built themselves villages all around Jerusalem. 30Then the priests
and Levites purified

themselves, and purified the people, the gates, and the wall.

Temple Responsibilities

44 And at the same time some were appointed over the rooms of the storehouse for the offerings, the firstfruits,
and the tithes, to gather into

them from the fields of the cities the portions specified by the Law for the priests and Levites; for Judah rejoiced
over the priests and Levites

who ministered. 45Both the singers and the gatekeepers kept the charge of their God and the charge of the
purification, according to the

command of David and Solomon his son. 46For in the days of David and Asaph of old there were chiefs of the
singers, and songs of praise

and thanksgiving to God. 471In the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah all Israel gave the portions for
the singers and the

gatekeepers, a portion for each day. They also consecrated holy things for the Levites, and the Levites consecrated
them for the children of

Aaron.

7 Main Chapters of the TOD
1 Chronicles 13

The Ark Brought from Kirjath Jearim

David's Desire to Remove the Ark

* 1 Then David consulted with the captains of thousands and hundreds, and with every leader. 2And David said to
all the assembly of Israel,

"If it seems good to you, and if it is of the LORD our God, let us send out to our brethren everywhere who are left
in all the land of Israel,

and with them to the priests and Levites who are in their cities and their common-lands, that they may gather
together to us; 3and let us bring

the ark of our God back to us, for we have not inquired at it since the days of Saul." 4Then all the assembly said
that they would do so, for

the thing was right in the eyes of all the people.

5So David gathered all Israel together, from Shihor in Egypt to as far as the entrance of Hamath, to bring the ark
of God from Kirjath Jearim.

6And David and all Israel went up to Baalah, to Kirjath Jearim, which belonged to Judah, to bring up from there
the ark of God the LORD,

who dwells between the cherubim, where His name is proclaimed. 7So they carried the ark of God on a new cart
from the house of

Abinadab, and Uzza and Ahio drove the cart. 8Then David and all Israel played music before God with all their
might, with singing, on harps,

on stringed instruments, on tambourines, on cymbals, and with trumpets.

9And when they came to Chidon's threshing floor, Uzza put out his hand to hold the ark, for the oxen stumbled.
10Then the anger of the

LORD was aroused against Uzza, and He struck him because he put his hand to the ark; and he died there before
God. 11And David

became angry because of the LORD's outbreak against Uzza; therefore that place is called Perez Uzza to this day.
12David was afraid of

God that day, saying, "How can I bring the ark of God to me?"
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13So David would not move the ark with him into the City of David, but took it aside into the house of Obed-Edom
the Gittite. 14The ark of

God remained with the family of Obed-Edom in his house three months. And the LORD blessed the house of Obed-
Edom and all that he

had.

1 Chronicles 15

The Ark Brought to Jerusalem

David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem

* 1 David built houses for himself in the City of David; and he prepared a place for the ark of God, and pitched a
tent for it. 2Then David said,

"No one may carry the ark of God but the Levites, for the LORD has chosen them to carry the ark of God and to
minister before Him

forever." 3And David gathered all Israel together at Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the LORD to its place, which
he had prepared for it.

4Then David assembled the children of Aaron and the Levites: 5of the sons of Kohath, Uriel the chief, and one
hundred and twenty of his

brethren; 60f the sons of Merari, Asaiah the chief, and two hundred and twenty of his brethren; 7of the sons of
Gershom, Joel the chief, and

one hundred and thirty of his brethren; 8of the sons of Elizaphan, Shemaiah the chief, and two hundred of his
brethren; 9of the sons of Hebron,

Eliel the chief, and eighty of his brethren; 100f the sons of Uzziel, Amminadab the chief, and one hundred and
twelve of his brethren.

11And David called for Zadok and Abiathar the priests, and for the Levites: for Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shemaiah, Eliel,
and Amminadab. 12He

said to them, "You are the heads of the fathers' houses of the Levites; sanctify yourselves, you and your brethren,
that you may bring up the

ark of the LORD God of Israel to the place I have prepared for it. 13For because you did not do it the first time, the
LORD our God broke

out against us, because we did not consult Him about the proper order."

14So the priests and the Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the ark of the LORD God of Israel. 15And the
children of the Levites bore

the ark of God on their shoulders, by its poles, as Moses had commanded according to the word of the LORD.
16Then David spoke to the leaders of the Levites to appoint their brethren to be the singers accompanied by
instruments of music, stringed

instruments, harps, and cymbals, by raising the voice with resounding joy. 17So the Levites appointed Heman the
son of Joel; and of his

brethren, Asaph the son of Berechiah; and of their brethren, the sons of Merari, Ethan the son of Kushaiah; 18and
with them their brethren of

the second rank: Zechariah, Ben, Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah,
Elipheleh, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom,

and Jeiel, the gatekeepers; 19the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were to sound the cymbals of bronze;
20Zechariah, Aziel, Shemiramoth,

Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and Benaiah, with strings according to Alamoth; 21Mattithiah, Elipheleh, Mikneiah,
Obed-Edom, Jeiel, and

Azaziah, to direct with harps on the Sheminith; 22Chenaniah, leader of the Levites, was instructor in charge of the
music, because he was

skillful; 23Berechiah and Elkanah were doorkeepers for the ark; 24Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, Amasai,
Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer,

the priests, were to blow the trumpets before the ark of God; and Obed-Edom and Jehiah, doorkeepers for the ark.
2550 David, the elders of Israel, and the captains over thousands went to bring up the ark of the covenant of the
LORD from the house of
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Obed-Edom with joy. 26And so it was, when God helped the Levites who bore the ark of the covenant of the
LORD, that they offered seven

bulls and seven rams. 27David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, as were all the Levites who bore the ark, the
singers, and Chenaniah the

music master with the singers. David also wore a linen ephod. 28Thus all Israel brought up the ark of the covenant
of the LORD with shouting

and with the sound of the horn, with trumpets and with cymbals, making music with stringed instruments and
harps.

29And it happened, as the ark of the covenant of the LORD came to the City of David, that Michal, Saul's daughter,
looked through a

window and saw King David whirling and playing music; and she despised him in her heart.

1 Chronicles 16

The Ark Placed in the Tabernacle

David's Song of Thanksgiving

* 1 So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tabernacle that David had erected for it. Then
they offered burnt offerings

and peace offerings before God. 2And when David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the peace
offerings, he blessed the people in

the name of the LORD. 3Then he distributed to everyone of Israel, both man and woman, to everyone a loaf of
bread, a piece of meat, and a

cake of raisins.

4And he appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, to commemorate, to thank, and to
praise the LORD God of

Israel: 5Asaph the chief, and next to him Zechariah, then Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah,
and Obed-Edom: Jeiel with

stringed instruments and harps, but Asaph made music with cymbals; 6Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests regularly
blew the trumpets before the

ark of the covenant of God.

David's Song of Thanksgiving
* 7 On that day David first delivered this psalm into the hand of Asaph and his brethren, to thank the LORD:

80h, give thanks to the LORD!

Call upon His name;

Make known His deeds among the peoples!

9Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him;

Talk of all His wondrous works!

10Glory in His holy name;

Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the LORD!
11Seek the LORD and His strength;

Seek His face evermore!

12Remember His marvelous works which He has done,
His wonders, and the judgments of His mouth,
130 seed of Israel His servant,

You children of Jacob, His chosen ones!

14He is the LORD our God;
His judgments are in all the earth.
15Remember His covenant forever,
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The word which He commanded, for a thousand generations,
16The covenant which He made with Abraham,
And His oath to Isaac,
17And confirmed it to Jacob for a statute,
To Israel for an everlasting covenant,
18Saying, "To you I will give the land of Canaan
As the allotment of your inheritance,"
19When you were few in number,
Indeed very few, and strangers in it.

20When they went from one nation to another,
And from one kingdom to another people,
21He permitted no man to do them wrong;
Yes, He rebuked kings for their sakes,
22Saying, "Do not touch My anointed ones,
And do My prophets no harm."

23Sing to the LORD, all the earth;

Proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day.
24Declare His glory among the nations,

His wonders among all peoples.

25For the LORD is great and greatly to be praised;
He is also to be feared above all gods.

26For all the gods of the peoples are idols,

But the LORD made the heavens.

27Honor and majesty are before Him;

Strength and gladness are in His place.

28Give to the LORD, O families of the peoples,
Give to the LORD glory and strength.

29Give to the LORD the glory due His name;
Bring an offering, and come before Him.

Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness!
30Tremble before Him, all the earth.

The world also is firmly established,

It shall not be moved.

31Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;

And let them say among the nations, "The LORD reigns."
32Let the sea roar, and all its fullness;

Let the field rejoice, and all that is in it.

33Then the trees of the woods shall rejoice before the LORD,
For He is coming to judge the earth.

340h, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!

For His mercy endures forever.

35And say, "Save us, O God of our salvation;

Gather us together, and deliver us from the Gentiles,
To give thanks to Your holy name,

To triumph in Your praise."
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36Blessed be the LORD God of Israel
From everlasting to everlasting!

And all the people said, "Amen!" and praised the LORD.

Regular Worship Maintained

37 So he left Asaph and his brothers there before the ark of the covenant of the LORD to minister before the ark
regularly, as every day's

work required; 38and Obed-Edom with his sixty-eight brethren, including Obed-Edom the son of Jeduthun, and
Hosah, to be gatekeepers;

39and Zadok the priest and his brethren the priests, before the tabernacle of the LORD at the high place that was
at Gibeon, 40to offer burnt

offerings to the LORD on the altar of burnt offering regularly morning and evening, and to do according to all that
is written in the Law of the

LORD which He commanded Israel; 41and with them Heman and Jeduthun and the rest who were chosen, who
were designated by name, to

give thanks to the LORD, because His mercy endures forever; 42and with them Heman and Jeduthun, to sound
aloud with trumpets and

cymbals and the musical instruments of God. Now the sons of Jeduthun were gatekeepers.

43Then all the people departed, every man to his house; and David returned to bless his house.

1 Chronicles 23

The Divisions of the Levites

Divisions and Duties of the Levites

1 So when David was old and full of days, he made his son Solomon king over Israel.

2And he gathered together all the leaders of Israel, with the priests and the Levites. 3Now the Levites were
numbered from the age of thirty

years and above; and the number of individual males was thirty-eight thousand. 40f these, twenty-four thousand
were to look after the work

of the house of the LORD, six thousand were officers and judges, 5four thousand were gatekeepers, and four
thousand praised the LORD

with musical instruments, "which I made," said David, "for giving praise."

6Also David separated them into divisions among the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

70f the Gershonites: Laadan and Shimei. 8The sons of Laadan: the first Jehiel, then Zetham and Joel--three in all.
9The sons of Shimei:

Shelomith, Haziel, and Haran--three in all. These were the heads of the fathers' houses of Laadan. 10And the sons
of Shimei: Jahath, Zina,

Jeush, and Beriah. These were the four sons of Shimei. 11Jahath was the first and Zizah the second. But Jeush and
Beriah did not have many

sons; therefore they were assigned as one father's house.

12The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel--four in all. 13The sons of Amram: Aaron and Moses; and
Aaron was set apart, he

and his sons forever, that he should sanctify the most holy things, to burn incense before the LORD, to minister to
Him, and to give the

blessing in His hame forever. 14Now the sons of Moses the man of God were reckoned to the tribe of Levi. 15The
sons of Moses were

Gershon and Eliezer. 160f the sons of Gershon, Shebuel was the first. 170f the descendants of Eliezer, Rehabiah
was the first. And Eliezer
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had no other sons, but the sons of Rehabiah were very many. 180f the sons of Izhar, Shelomith was the first. 190f
the sons of Hebron, Jeriah

was the first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam the fourth. 200f the sons of Uzziel, Michah
was the first and Jesshiah the

second.

21The sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi. The sons of Mahli were Eleazar and Kish. 22And Eleazar died, and had
no sons, but only

daughters; and their brethren, the sons of Kish, took them as wives. 23The sons of Mushi were Mahli, Eder, and
Jeremoth--three in all.

24These were the sons of Levi by their fathers' houses--the heads of the fathers' houses as they were counted
individually by the number of

their names, who did the work for the service of the house of the LORD, from the age of twenty years and above.
25For David said, "The LORD God of Israel has given rest to His people, that they may dwell in Jerusalem forever";
26and also to the

Levites, "They shall no longer carry the tabernacle, or any of the articles for its service." 27For by the last words of
David the Levites were

numbered from twenty years old and above; 28because their duty was to help the sons of Aaron in the service of
the house of the LORD, in

the courts and in the chambers, in the purifying of all holy things and the work of the service of the house of God,
29both with the showbread

and the fine flour for the grain offering, with the unleavened cakes and what is baked in the pan, with what is
mixed and with all kinds of

measures and sizes; 30to stand every morning to thank and praise the LORD, and likewise at evening; 31and at
every presentation of a burnt

offering to the LORD on the Sabbaths and on the New Moons and on the set feasts, by number according to the
ordinance governing them,

regularly before the LORD; 32and that they should attend to the needs of the tabernacle of meeting, the needs of
the holy place, and the needs

of the sons of Aaron their brethren in the work of the house of the LORD.

New King James Version (NKJV)

1 Chronicles 25

The Musicians

The Divisions of the Musicians

1 Moreover David and the captains of the army separated for the service some of the sons of Asaph, of Heman,
and of Jeduthun, who should

prophesy with harps, stringed instruments, and cymbals. And the number of the skilled men performing their
service was: 20f the sons of

Asaph: Zaccur, Joseph, Nethaniah, and Asharelah; the sons of Asaph were under the direction of Asaph, who
prophesied according to the

order of the king. 30f Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah,
six, under the direction of

their father Jeduthun, who prophesied with a harp to give thanks and to praise the LORD. 40f Heman, the sons of
Heman: Bukkiah,

Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, Romamti-Ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi,
Hothir, and Mahazioth.

5All these were the sons of Heman the king's seer in the words of God, to exalt his horn. For God gave Heman
fourteen sons and three

daughters.

6All these were under the direction of their father for the music in the house of the LORD, with cymbals, stringed
instruments, and harps, for
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the service of the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman were under the authority of the king. 7So the
number of them, with their

brethren who were instructed in the songs of the LORD, all who were skillful, was two hundred and eighty-eight.
8And they cast lots for their duty, the small as well as the great, the teacher with the student.

9Now the first lot for Asaph came out for Joseph; the second for Gedaliah, him with his brethren and sons, twelve;
10the third for Zaccur, his

sons and his brethren, twelve; 11the fourth for Jizri, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 12the fifth for Nethaniah,
his sons and his brethren,

twelve; 13the sixth for Bukkiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 14the seventh for Jesharelah, his sons and his
brethren, twelve; 15the eighth

for Jeshaiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 16the ninth for Mattaniah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 17the
tenth for Shimei, his sons and

his brethren, twelve; 18the eleventh for Azarel, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 19the twelfth for Hashabiah, his
sons and his brethren, twelve;

20the thirteenth for Shubael, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 21the fourteenth for Mattithiah, his sons and his
brethren, twelve; 22the fifteenth

for Jeremoth, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 23the sixteenth for Hananiah, his sons and his brethren, twelve;
24the seventeenth for

Joshbekashah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 25the eighteenth for Hanani, his sons and his brethren, twelve;
26the nineteenth for Mallothi,

his sons and his brethren, twelve; 27the twentieth for Eliathah, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 28the twenty-
first for Hothir, his sons and his

brethren, twelve; 29the twenty-second for Giddalti, his sons and his brethren, twelve; 30the twenty-third for
Mahazioth, his sons and his

brethren, twelve; 31the twenty-fourth for Romamti-Ezer, his sons and his brethren, twelve.

2 Chronicles 29

Hezekiah Reigns in Judah

Temple Worship Restored

* 1 Hezekiah became king when he was twenty-five years old, and he reigned twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. His
mother's name was Abijah

the daughter of Zechariah. 2And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father
David had done.

Hezekiah Cleanses the Temple

3 In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the house of the LORD and repaired
them. 4Then he brought in the

priests and the Levites, and gathered them in the East Square, 5and said to them: "Hear me, Levites! Now sanctify
yourselves, sanctify the

house of the LORD God of your fathers, and carry out the rubbish from the holy place. 6For our fathers have
trespassed and done evil in the

eyes of the LORD our God; they have forsaken Him, have turned their faces away from the dwelling place of the
LORD, and turned their

backs on Him. 7They have also shut up the doors of the vestibule, put out the lamps, and have not burned incense
or offered burnt offerings in

the holy place to the God of Israel. 8Therefore the wrath of the LORD fell upon Judah and Jerusalem, and He has
given them up to trouble,

to desolation, and to jeering, as you see with your eyes. 9For indeed, because of this our fathers have fallen by the
sword; and our sons, our

daughters, and our wives are in captivity.
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10"Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the LORD God of Israel, that His fierce wrath may turn away
from us. 11My sons, do not

be negligent now, for the LORD has chosen you to stand before Him, to serve Him, and that you should minister to
Him and burn incense."

12Then these Levites arose: Mahath the son of Amasai and Joel the son of Azariah, of the sons of the Kohathites;
of the sons of Merari, Kish

the son of Abdi and Azariah the son of Jehallelel; of the Gershonites, Joah the son of Zimmah and Eden the son of
Joah; 13of the sons of

Elizaphan, Shimri and Jeiel; of the sons of Asaph, Zechariah and Mattaniah; 14of the sons of Heman, Jehiel and
Shimei; and of the sons of

Jeduthun, Shemaiah and Uzziel.

15And they gathered their brethren, sanctified themselves, and went according to the commandment of the king,
at the words of the LORD,

to cleanse the house of the LORD. 16Then the priests went into the inner part of the house of the LORD to cleanse
it, and brought out all the

debris that they found in the temple of the LORD to the court of the house of the LORD. And the Levites took it out
and carried it to the

Brook Kidron.

17Now they began to sanctify on the first day of the first month, and on the eighth day of the month they came to
the vestibule of the LORD.

So they sanctified the house of the LORD in eight days, and on the sixteenth day of the first month they finished.
18Then they went in to King Hezekiah and said, "We have cleansed all the house of the LORD, the altar of burnt
offerings with all its articles,

and the table of the showbread with all its articles. 19Moreover all the articles which King Ahaz in his reign had cast
aside in his transgression

we have prepared and sanctified; and there they are, before the altar of the LORD."

Hezekiah Restores Temple Worship

20 Then King Hezekiah rose early, gathered the rulers of the city, and went up to the house of the LORD. 21And
they brought seven bulls,

seven rams, seven lambs, and seven male goats for a sin offering for the kingdom, for the sanctuary, and for
Judah. Then he commanded the

priests, the sons of Aaron, to offer them on the altar of the LORD. 22So they killed the bulls, and the priests
received the blood and sprinkled

it on the altar. Likewise they killed the rams and sprinkled the blood on the altar. They also killed the lambs and
sprinkled the blood on the

altar. 23Then they brought out the male goats for the sin offering before the king and the assembly, and they laid
their hands on them. 24And

the priests killed them; and they presented their blood on the altar as a sin offering to make an atonement for all
Israel, for the king

commanded that the burnt offering and the sin offering be made for all Israel.

25And he stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with stringed instruments, and with harps,
according to the

commandment of David, of Gad the king's seer, and of Nathan the prophet; for thus was the commandment of the
LORD by His prophets.

26The Levites stood with the instruments of David, and the priests with the trumpets. 27Then Hezekiah
commanded them to offer the burnt

offering on the altar. And when the burnt offering began, the song of the LORD also began, with the trumpets and
with the instruments of

David king of Israel. 28So all the assembly worshiped, the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded; all this
continued until the burnt offering

was finished. 29And when they had finished offering, the king and all who were present with him bowed and
worshiped. 30Moreover King

Hezekiah and the leaders commanded the Levites to sing praise to the LORD with the words of David and of Asaph
the seer. So they sang

praises with gladness, and they bowed their heads and worshiped.
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31Then Hezekiah answered and said, "Now that you have consecrated yourselves to the LORD, come near, and
bring sacrifices and thank

offerings into the house of the LORD." So the assembly brought in sacrifices and thank offerings, and as many as
were of a willing heart

brought burnt offerings. 32And the number of the burnt offerings which the assembly brought was seventy bulls,
one hundred rams, and two

hundred lambs; all these were for a burnt offering to the LORD. 33The consecrated things were six hundred bulls
and three thousand sheep.

34But the priests were too few, so that they could not skin all the burnt offerings; therefore their brethren the
Levites helped them until the

work was ended and until the other priests had sanctified themselves, for the Levites were more diligent in
sanctifying themselves than the

priests. 35Also the burnt offerings were in abundance, with the fat of the peace offerings and with the drink
offerings for every burnt offering.

So the service of the house of the LORD was set in order. 36Then Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced that God
had prepared the people,

since the events took place so suddenly.

Nehemiah 12

The Priests and Levites

Priests and Levites Who Came with Zerubbabel

* 1 Now these are the priests and the Levites who came up with Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Jeshua:
Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra,

2Amariah, Malluch, Hattush, 3Shechaniah, Rehum, Meremoth, 4Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah, 5Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah,
6Shemaiah, Joiarib,

Jedaiah, 7Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, and Jedaiah.

These were the heads of the priests and their brethren in the days of Jeshua.

8Moreover the Levites were Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah who led the thanksgiving
psalms, he and his brethren.

9Also Bakbukiah and Unni, their brethren, stood across from them in their duties.

10Jeshua begot Joiakim, Joiakim begot Eliashib, Eliashib begot Joiada, 11Joiada begot Jonathan, and Jonathan
begot Jaddua.

12Now in the days of Joiakim, the priests, the heads of the fathers' houses were: of Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jeremiah,
Hananiah; 13of Ezra,

Meshullam; of Amariah, Jehohanan; 14of Melichu, Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Joseph; 150f Harim, Adna; of Meraioth,
Helkai; 160f Iddo,

Zechariah; of Ginnethon, Meshullam; 17of Abijah, Zichri; the son of Minjamin; of Moadiah, Piltai; 180of Bilgah,
Shammua; of Shemaiah,

Jehonathan; 190of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi; 20of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber; 21of Hilkiah, Hashabiah;
and of Jedaiah, Nethanel.

22During the reign of Darius the Persian, a record was also kept of the Levites and priests who had been heads of
their fathers' houses in the

days of Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua. 23The sons of Levi, the heads of the fathers' houses until the days
of Johanan the son of

Eliashib, were written in the book of the chronicles.

24And the heads of the Levites were Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of Kadmiel, with their brothers
across from them, to praise

and give thanks, group alternating with group, according to the command of David the man of God. 25Mattaniah,
Bakbukiah, Obadiah,

Meshullam, Talmon, and Akkub were gatekeepers keeping the watch at the storerooms of the gates. 26These lived
in the days of Joiakim the

son of Jeshua, the son of Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah the governor, and of Ezra the priest, the scribe.
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Nehemiah Dedicates the Wall

27 Now at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought out the Levites in all their places, to bring them to
Jerusalem to celebrate the

dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings and singing, with cymbals and stringed instruments and harps.
28And the sons of the singers

gathered together from the countryside around Jerusalem, from the villages of the Netophathites, 29from the
house of Gilgal, and from the

fields of Geba and Azmaveth; for the singers had built themselves villages all around Jerusalem. 30Then the priests
and Levites purified

themselves, and purified the people, the gates, and the wall.

31So I brought the leaders of Judah up on the wall, and appointed two large thanksgiving choirs. One went to the
right hand on the wall

toward the Refuse Gate. 32After them went Hoshaiah and half of the leaders of Judah, 33and Azariah, Ezra,
Meshullam, 34Judah, Benjamin,

Shemaiah, Jeremiah, 35and some of the priests' sons with trumpets--Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the son of
Shemaiah, the son of

Mattaniah, the son of Michaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph, 36and his brethren, Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai,
Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel,

Judah, and Hanani, with the musical instruments of David the man of God. And Ezra the scribe went before them.
37By the Fountain Gate, in

front of them, they went up the stairs of the City of David, on the stairway of the wall, beyond the house of David,
as far as the Water Gate

eastward.

38The other thanksgiving choir went the opposite way, and I was behind them with half of the people on the wall,
going past the Tower of the

Ovens as far as the Broad Wall, 39and above the Gate of Ephraim, above the Old Gate, above the Fish Gate, the
Tower of Hananel, the

Tower of the Hundred, as far as the Sheep Gate; and they stopped by the Gate of the Prison.

40So the two thanksgiving choirs stood in the house of God, likewise I and the half of the rulers with me; 41and
the priests, Eliakim, Maaseiah,

Minjamin, Michaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah, with trumpets; 42also Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi,
Jehohanan, Malchijah,

Elam, and Ezer. The singers sang loudly with Jezrahiah the director.

43Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great joy; the
women and the children also

rejoiced, so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard afar off.

Temple Responsibilities

44 And at the same time some were appointed over the rooms of the storehouse for the offerings, the firstfruits,
and the tithes, to gather into

them from the fields of the cities the portions specified by the Law for the priests and Levites; for Judah rejoiced
over the priests and Levites

who ministered. 45Both the singers and the gatekeepers kept the charge of their God and the charge of the
purification, according to the

command of David and Solomon his son. 46For in the days of David and Asaph of old there were chiefs of the
singers, and songs of praise

and thanksgiving to God. 471n the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah all Israel gave the portions for
the singers and the

gatekeepers, a portion for each day. They also consecrated holy things for the Levites, and the Levites consecrated
them for the children of

Aaron.

PRIESTLY DIMENSION

Zechariah 4
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Vision of the Lampstand and Olive Trees

The Lampstand and the Olive Trees

1 Now the angel who talked with me came back and wakened me, as a man who is wakened out of his sleep. 2And
he said to me, "What do

you see?"

So I said, "I am looking, and there is a lampstand of solid gold with a bowl on top of it, and on the stand seven
lamps with seven pipes to the

seven lamps. 3Two olive trees are by it, one at the right of the bowl and the other at its left." 4So I answered and
spoke to the angel who

talked with me, saying, "What are these, my lord?"

5Then the angel who talked with me answered and said to me, "Do you not know what these are?"

And I said, "No, my lord."

6S0 he answered and said to me:

"This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel:
"Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,'
Says the LORD of hosts.

7"Who are you, O great mountain?

Before Zerubbabel you shall become a plain!
And he shall bring forth the capstone

With shouts of "Grace, grace to it!""

8Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

9"The hands of Zerubbabel

Have laid the foundation of this temple;

His hands shall also finish it.

Then you will know

That the LORD of hosts has sent Me to you.

10For who has despised the day of small things?
For these seven rejoice to see

The plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel.

They are the eyes of the LORD,

Which scan to and fro throughout the whole earth."

11Then I answered and said to him, "What are these two olive trees--at the right of the lampstand and at its left?"
12And I further answered

and said to him, "What are these two olive branches that drip into the receptacles of the two gold pipes from which
the golden oil drains?"

13Then he answered me and said, "Do you not know what these are?"

And I said, "No, my lord."

14So he said, "These are the two anointed ones, who stand beside the Lord of the whole earth."

Haggai 1

The Command to Build God's House
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The Command to Build God's House

* 1 In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD
came by Haggai the prophet to

Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying,
2"Thus speaks the LORD of

hosts, saying: "This people says, "The time has not come, the time that the LORD's house should be built.
3Then the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4"Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your
paneled houses, and this

temple to lie in ruins?" 5Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: "Consider your ways!

mm

6"You have sown much, and bring in little;
You eat, but do not have enough;

You drink, but you are not filled with drink;
You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm;
And he who earns wages,

Earns wages to put into a bag with holes."

7Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Consider your ways! 8Go up to the mountains and bring wood and build the
temple, that I may take pleasure

in it and be glorified," says the LORD. 9"You looked for much, but indeed it came to little; and when you brought it
home, I blew it away.

Why?" says the LORD of hosts. "Because of My house that is in ruins, while every one of you runs to his own
house. 10Therefore the

heavens above you withhold the dew, and the earth withholds its fruit. 11For I called for a drought on the land and
the mountains, on the grain

and the new wine and the oil, on whatever the ground brings forth, on men and livestock, and on all the labor of
your hands."

The People's Obedience

12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of
the people, obeyed the

voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him; and the
people feared the

presence of the LORD. 13Then Haggai, the LORD's messenger, spoke the LORD's message to the people, saying,
"I am with you, says the

LORD." 14So the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of
Joshua the son of

Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and worked on the
house of the LORD of hosts,

their God, 150n the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month, in the second year of King Darius.

Haggai 2

The Coming Glory of God's House

The Glory of the New Temple

1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first of the month, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet,
saying: 2"Speak now to

Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the
remnant of the people,
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saying: 3"Who is left among you who saw this temple in its former glory? And how do you see it now? In
comparison with it, is this not in your

eyes as nothing? 4Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,' says the LORD; "and be strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the
high priest; and be strong,

all you people of the land,' says the LORD, "and work; for I am with you,' says the LORD of hosts. 5"According to
the word that I

covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remains among you; do not fear!

6"For thus says the LORD of hosts: "Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry
land; 7and I will shake all

nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations, and I will fill this temple with glory," says the LORD of
hosts. 8"The silver is Mine,

and the gold is Mine,' says the LORD of hosts. 9"The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former,’
says the LORD of hosts.

"And in this place I will give peace,' says the LORD of hosts."

The People Are Defiled

10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came by
Haggai the prophet, saying,

11"Thus says the LORD of hosts: "Now, ask the priests concerning the law, saying, 12"If one carries holy meat in
the fold of his garment, and

with the edge he touches bread or stew, wine or oil, or any food, will it become holy?""

Then the priests answered and said, "No."

13And Haggai said, "If one who is unclean because of a dead body touches any of these, will it be unclean?"

So the priests answered and said, "It shall be unclean."

14Then Haggai answered and said, ""So is this people, and so is this nation before Me," says the LORD, "and so is
every work of their hands;

and what they offer there is unclean.

Promised Blessing

15 "And now, carefully consider from this day forward: from before stone was laid upon stone in the temple of the
LORD-- 16since those

days, when one came to a heap of twenty ephahs, there were but ten; when one came to the wine vat to draw out
fifty baths from the press,

there were but twenty. 171 struck you with blight and mildew and hail in all the labors of your hands; yet you did
not turn to Me,' says the

LORD. 18"Consider now from this day forward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the day that
the foundation of the

LORD's temple was laid--consider it: 191s the seed still in the barn? As yet the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate,
and the olive tree have not

yielded fruit. But from this day I will bless you.™

Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet

20 And again the word of the LORD came to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month, saying, 21"Speak to
Zerubbabel, governor of

Judah, saying:

"I will shake heaven and earth.

221 will overthrow the throne of kingdoms;

I will destroy the strength of the Gentile kingdoms.
I will overthrow the chariots

And those who ride in them;

The horses and their riders shall come down,
Every one by the sword of his brother.
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23"In that day,' says the LORD of hosts, "I will take you, Zerubbabel My servant, the son of Shealtiel,' says the
LORD, "and will make you
like a signet ring; for I have chosen you,' says the LORD of hosts."

Isaiah 4

Jerusalem's Glorious Future
1 And in that day seven women shall take hold of one man, saying,

"We will eat our own food and wear our own apparel;
Only let us be called by your name,
To take away our reproach."

The Renewal of Zion

2 In that day the Branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and glorious;
And the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and appealing
For those of Israel who have escaped.

3And it shall come to pass that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy--everyone who is
recorded among the living

in Jerusalem. 4When the Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and purged the blood of
Jerusalem from her midst, by the

spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning, 5then the LORD will create above every dwelling place of Mount
Zion, and above her

assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire by night. For over all the glory there will be
a covering. 6And there will

be a tabernacle for shade in the daytime from the heat, for a place of refuge, and for a shelter from storm and
rain.

Psalm 132

The Eternal Dwelling of God in Zion
1 LORD, remember David
And all his afflictions;
2How he swore to the LORD,
And vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob:
3"Surely I will not go into the chamber of my house,
Or go up to the comfort of my bed;
41 will not give sleep to my eyes
Or slumber to my eyelids,
5Until I find a place for the LORD,
A dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob."

6Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah;
We found it in the fields of the woods.
7Let us go into His tabernacle;
Let us worship at His footstool.
8Arise, O LORD, to Your resting place,
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You and the ark of Your strength.
9Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness,
And let Your saints shout for joy.

10For Your servant David's sake,
Do not turn away the face of Your Anointed.

11The LORD has sworn in truth to David;

He will not turn from it:

"I will set upon your throne the fruit of your body.

121If your sons will keep My covenant

And My testimony which I shall teach them,

Their sons also shall sit upon your throne forevermore."

13For the LORD has chosen Zion;

He has desired it for His dwelling place:
14"This is My resting place forever;

Here I will dwell, for I have desired it.

151 will abundantly bless her provision;

I will satisfy her poor with bread.

161 will also clothe her priests with salvation,
And her saints shall shout aloud for joy.
17There I will make the horn of David grow;
I will prepare a lamp for My Anointed.

18His enemies I will clothe with shame,

But upon Himself His crown shall flourish."

Psalm 133

Blessed Unity of the People of God
1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
For brethren to dwell together in unity!

21t is like the precious oil upon the head,
Running down on the beard,

The beard of Aaron,

Running down on the edge of his garments.
3It is like the dew of Hermon,

Descending upon the mountains of Zion;

For there the LORD commanded the blessing--
Life forevermore.

Psalm 134

Praising the LORD in His House at Night
1 Behold, bless the LORD,
All you servants of the LORD,
Who by night stand in the house of the LORD!
2Lift up your hands in the sanctuary,
And bless the LORD.
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3The LORD who made heaven and earth
Bless you from Zion!

Psalm 27

An Exuberant Declaration of Faith

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation;
Whom shall I fear?
The LORD is the strength of my life;
Of whom shall I be afraid?
2When the wicked came against me
To eat up my flesh,
My enemies and foes,
They stumbled and fell.
3Though an army may encamp against me,
My heart shall not fear;
Though war may rise against me,
In this I will be confident.

40ne thing I have desired of the LORD,
That will I seek:

That I may dwell in the house of the LORD
All the days of my life,

To behold the beauty of the LORD,
And to inquire in His temple.

5For in the time of trouble

He shall hide me in His pavilion;

In the secret place of His tabernacle

He shall hide me;

He shall set me high upon a rock.

6And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all around me;
Therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy in His tabernacle;
I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the LORD.

7Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice!
Have mercy also upon me, and answer me.
8When You said, "Seek My face,"

My heart said to You, "Your face, LORD, I will seek."
9Do not hide Your face from me;

Do not turn Your servant away in anger;

You have been my help;

Do not leave me nor forsake me,

O God of my salvation.

10When my father and my mother forsake me,
Then the LORD will take care of me.

11Teach me Your way, O LORD,

And lead me in a smooth path, because of my enemies.
12Do not deliver me to the will of my adversaries;

For false witnesses have risen against me,
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And such as breathe out violence.
131 would have lost heart, unless I had believed
That I would see the goodness of the LORD
In the land of the living.

14Wait on the LORD;

Be of good courage,

And He shall strengthen your heart;
Wait, I say, on the LORD!

New King James Version (NKJV)

Psalm 45

The Glories of the Messiah and His Bride

1 My heart is overflowing with a good theme;
I recite my composition concerning the King;
My tongue is the pen of a ready writer.

2You are fairer than the sons of men;

Grace is poured upon Your lips;

Therefore God has blessed You forever.

3Gird Your sword upon Your thigh, O Mighty One,

With Your glory and Your majesty.

4And in Your majesty ride prosperously because of truth, humility, and righteousness;
And Your right hand shall teach You awesome things.

5Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the King's enemies;

The peoples fall under You.

6Your throne, O God, is forever and ever;

A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom.

7You love righteousness and hate wickedness;

Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You

With the oil of gladness more than Your companions.

8All Your garments are scented with myrrh and aloes and cassia,
Out of the ivory palaces, by which they have made You glad.
9Kings' daughters are among Your honorable women;

At Your right hand stands the queen in gold from Ophir.

10Listen, O daughter,

Consider and incline your ear;

Forget your own people also, and your father's house;
11So the King will greatly desire your beauty;
Because He is your Lord, worship Him.

12And the daughter of Tyre will come with a gift;

The rich among the people will seek your favor.

13The royal daughter is all glorious within the palace;
Her clothing is woven with gold.
14She shall be brought to the King in robes of many colors;
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The virgins, her companions who follow her, shall be brought to You.
15With gladness and rejoicing they shall be brought;
They shall enter the King's palace.

16Instead of Your fathers shall be Your sons,

Whom You shall make princes in all the earth.

171 will make Your name to be remembered in all generations;

Therefore the people shall praise You forever and ever. Korah. A Song for Alamoth.

New King James Version (NKJV)

Psalm 110

Announcement of the Messiah's Reign
* 1 The LORD said to my Lord,
"Sit at My right hand,
Till T make Your enemies Your footstool."
2The LORD shall send the rod of Your strength out of Zion.
Rule in the midst of Your enemies!

3Your people shall be volunteers

In the day of Your power;

In the beauties of holiness, from the womb of the morning,
You have the dew of Your youth.

4The LORD has sworn

And will not relent,

"You are a priest forever

According to the order of Melchizedek."

5The Lord is at Your right hand;

He shall execute kings in the day of His wrath.
6He shall judge among the nations,

He shall fill the places with dead bodies,

He shall execute the heads of many countries.
7He shall drink of the brook by the wayside;
Therefore He shall lift up the head.

New King James Version (NKJV)

Psalm 148

Praise to the LORD from Creation
1 Praise the LORD!

Praise the LORD from the heavens;
Praise Him in the heights!

2Praise Him, all His angels;

Praise Him, all His hosts!

3Praise Him, sun and moon;
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Praise Him, all you stars of light!
4Praise Him, you heavens of heavens,
And you waters above the heavens!

5SLet them praise the name of the LORD,

For He commanded and they were created.
6He also established them forever and ever;
He made a decree which shall not pass away.

7Praise the LORD from the earth,
You great sea creatures and all the depths;
8Fire and hail, snow and clouds;
Stormy wind, fulfilling His word;
9Mountains and all hills;

Fruitful trees and all cedars;
10Beasts and all cattle;

Creeping things and flying fowl;
11Kings of the earth and all peoples;
Princes and all judges of the earth;
12Both young men and maidens;
Old men and children.

13Let them praise the name of the LORD,
For His name alone is exalted;

His glory is above the earth and heaven.
14And He has exalted the horn of His people,
The praise of all His saints--

Of the children of Israel,

A people near to Him.

Praise the LORD!

Psalm 149

Praise to God for His Salvation and Judgment
1 Praise the LORD!

Sing to the LORD a new song,
And His praise in the assembly of saints.

2Let Israel rejoice in their Maker;

Let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.

3Let them praise His name with the dance;

Let them sing praises to Him with the timbrel and harp.
4For the LORD takes pleasure in His people;

He will beautify the humble with salvation.

5Let the saints be joyful in glory;
Let them sing aloud on their beds.
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6Let the high praises of God be in their mouth,
And a two-edged sword in their hand,
7To execute vengeance on the nations,
And punishments on the peoples;
8To bind their kings with chains,
And their nobles with fetters of iron;
9To execute on them the written judgment--
This honor have all His saints.

Praise the LORD!

Psalm 150

Let All Things Praise the LORD
1 Praise the LORD!

Praise God in His sanctuary;
Praise Him in His mighty firmament!

2Praise Him for His mighty acts;
Praise Him according to His excellent greatness!

3Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet;
Praise Him with the lute and harp!

4Praise Him with the timbrel and dance;

Praise Him with stringed instruments and flutes!
5Praise Him with loud cymbals;

Praise Him with clashing cymbals!

6Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.

Praise the LORD!

2 Chronicles 5

The Ark Brought into the Temple

1 So all the work that Solomon had done for the house of the LORD was finished; and Solomon brought in the
things which his father David

had dedicated: the silver and the gold and all the furnishings. And he put them in the treasuries of the house of
God.

The Ark Brought into the Temple

* 2 Now Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the chief fathers of the children of
Israel, in Jerusalem, that

they might bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD up from the City of David, which is Zion. 3Therefore all the
men of Israel assembled
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with the king at the feast, which was in the seventh month. 4So all the elders of Israel came, and the Levites took
up the ark. 5Then they

brought up the ark, the tabernacle of meeting, and all the holy furnishings that were in the tabernacle. The priests
and the Levites brought them

up. 6Also King Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel who were assembled with him before the ark, were
sacrificing sheep and oxen

that could not be counted or numbered for multitude. 7Then the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the
LORD to its place, into the

inner sanctuary of the temple, to the Most Holy Place, under the wings of the cherubim. 8For the cherubim spread
their wings over the place

of the ark, and the cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles. 9The poles extended so that the ends of the
poles of the ark could be seen

from the holy place, in front of the inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen from outside. And they are there to
this day. 10Nothing was in

the ark except the two tablets which Moses put there at Horeb, when the LORD made a covenant with the children
of Israel, when they had

come out of Egypt.

11And it came to pass when the priests came out of the Most Holy Place (for all the priests who were present had
sanctified themselves,

without keeping to their divisions), 12and the Levites who were the singers, all those of Asaph and Heman and
Jeduthun, with their sons and

their brethren, stood at the east end of the altar, clothed in white linen, having cymbals, stringed instruments and
harps, and with them one

hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets-- 13indeed it came to pass, when the trumpeters and singers
were as one, to make one

sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD, and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and
cymbals and instruments of

music, and praised the LORD, saying:

"For He is good,
For His mercy endures forever,"

that the house, the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud, 14so that the priests could not continue ministering
because of the cloud; for
the glory of the LORD filled the house of God.

2 Chronicles 6

Solomon's Prayer of Dedication

1 Then Solomon spoke:
"The LORD said He would dwell in the dark cloud.
21 have surely built You an exalted house,
And a place for You to dwell in forever."

Solomon's Speech upon Completion of the Work

* 3 Then the king turned around and blessed the whole assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of Israel was
standing. 4And he said:

"Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who has fulfilled with His hands what He spoke with His mouth to my father
David, saying, 5"Since the

day that I brought My people out of the land of Egypt, I have chosen no city from any tribe of Israel in which to
build a house, that My name

might be there, nor did I choose any man to be a ruler over My people Israel. 6Yet I have chosen Jerusalem, that
My name may be there,
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and I have chosen David to be over My people Israel.'" 7Now it was in the heart of my father David to build a
temple for the name of the

LORD God of Israel. 8But the LORD said to my father David, "Whereas it was in your heart to build a temple for My
name, you did well in

that it was in your heart. 9Nevertheless you shall not build the temple, but your son who will come from your body,
he shall build the temple

for My name.' 10So the LORD has fulfilled His word which He spoke, and I have filled the position of my father
David, and sit on the throne

of Israel, as the LORD promised; and I have built the temple for the nhame of the LORD God of Israel. 11And there
I have put the ark, in

which is the covenant of the LORD which He made with the children of Israel."

Solomon's Prayer of Dedication

* 12 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel, and spread out
his hands 13(for Solomon

had made a bronze platform five cubits long, five cubits wide, and three cubits high, and had set it in the midst of
the court; and he stood on it,

knelt down on his knees before all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands toward heaven); 14and he
said: "LORD God of Israel,

there is no God in heaven or on earth like You, who keep Your covenant and mercy with Your servants who walk
before You with all their

hearts. 15You have kept what You promised Your servant David my father; You have both spoken with Your mouth
and fulfilled it with Your

hand, as it is this day. 16Therefore, LORD God of Israel, now keep what You promised Your servant David my
father, saying, "You shall not

fail to have a man sit before Me on the throne of Israel, only if your sons take heed to their way, that they walk in
My law as you have

walked before Me.' 17And now, O LORD God of Israel, let Your word come true, which You have spoken to Your
servant David.

18"But will God indeed dwell with men on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain
You. How much less this

temple which I have built! 19Yet regard the prayer of Your servant and his supplication, O LORD my God, and
listen to the cry and the

prayer which Your servant is praying before You: 20that Your eyes may be open toward this temple day and night,
toward the place where

You said You would put Your name, that You may hear the prayer which Your servant makes toward this place.
21And may You hear the

supplications of Your servant and of Your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven Your
dwelling place, and when

You hear, forgive.

22"If anyone sins against his neighbor, and is forced to take an oath, and comes and takes an oath before Your
altar in this temple, 23then hear

from heaven, and act, and judge Your servants, bringing retribution on the wicked by bringing his way on his own
head, and justifying the

righteous by giving him according to his righteousness.

24"Or if Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy because they have sinned against You, and return and
confess Your name, and

pray and make supplication before You in this temple, 25then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of Your people
Israel, and bring them

back to the land which You gave to them and their fathers.

26"When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against You, when they pray
toward this place and confess

Your name, and turn from their sin because You afflict them, 27then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of Your
servants, Your people Israel,

that You may teach them the good way in which they should walk; and send rain on Your land which You have
given to Your people as an
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inheritance.

28"When there is famine in the land, pestilence or blight or mildew, locusts or grasshoppers; when their enemies
besiege them in the land of

their cities; whatever plague or whatever sickness there is; 29whatever prayer, whatever supplication is made by
anyone, or by all Your

people Israel, when each one knows his own burden and his own grief, and spreads out his hands to this temple:
30then hear from heaven

Your dwelling place, and forgive, and give to everyone according to all his ways, whose heart You know (for You
alone know the hearts of

the sons of men), 31that they may fear You, to walk in Your ways as long as they live in the land which You gave
to our fathers.

32"Moreover, concerning a foreigner, who is not of Your people Israel, but has come from a far country for the
sake of Your great name and

Your mighty hand and Your outstretched arm, when they come and pray in this temple; 33then hear from heaven
Your dwelling place, and do

according to all for which the foreigner calls to You, that all peoples of the earth may know Your name and fear
You, as do Your people

Israel, and that they may know that this temple which I have built is called by Your name.

34"When Your people go out to battle against their enemies, wherever You send them, and when they pray to You
toward this city which

You have chosen and the temple which I have built for Your name, 35then hear from heaven their prayer and their
supplication, and maintain

their cause.

36"When they sin against You (for there is no one who does not sin), and You become angry with them and deliver
them to the enemy, and

they take them captive to a land far or near; 37yet when they come to themselves in the land where they were
carried captive, and repent, and

make supplication to You in the land of their captivity, saying, "We have sinned, we have done wrong, and have
committed wickedness';

38and when they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul in the land of their captivity, where they
have been carried captive,

and pray toward their land which You gave to their fathers, the city which You have chosen, and toward the temple
which I have built for

Your name: 39then hear from heaven Your dwelling place their prayer and their supplications, and maintain their
cause, and forgive Your

people who have sinned against You. 40Now, my God, I pray, let Your eyes be open and let Your ears be attentive
to the prayer made in

this place.

41"Now therefore,

Arise, O LORD God, to Your resting place,

You and the ark of Your strength.

Let Your priests, O LORD God, be clothed with salvation,
And let Your saints rejoice in goodness.

42"0 LORD God, do not turn away the face of Your Anointed;
Remember the mercies of Your servant David."
2 Chronicles 7

Solomon Dedicates the Temple

God's Promise to Solomon
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* 1 When Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the
sacrifices; and the glory of the
LORD filled the temple. 2And the priests could not enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD
had filled the LORD's
house. 3When all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of the LORD on the temple,
they bowed their faces to the
ground on the pavement, and worshiped and praised the LORD, saying:

"For He is good,

For His mercy endures forever."

4Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices before the LORD. 5King Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty-
two thousand bulls and

one hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the people dedicated the house of God. 6And the
priests attended to their

services; the Levites also with instruments of the music of the LORD, which King David had made to praise the
LORD, saying, "For His

mercy endures forever," whenever David offered praise by their ministry. The priests sounded trumpets opposite
them, while all Israel stood.

7Furthermore Solomon consecrated the middle of the court that was in front of the house of the LORD; for there
he offered burnt offerings

and the fat of the peace offerings, because the bronze altar which Solomon had made was not able to receive the
burnt offerings, the grain

offerings, and the fat.

8At that time Solomon kept the feast seven days, and all Israel with him, a very great assembly from the entrance
of Hamath to the Brook of

Egypt. 9And on the eighth day they held a sacred assembly, for they observed the dedication of the altar seven
days, and the feast seven

days. 100n the twenty-third day of the seventh month he sent the people away to their tents, joyful and glad of
heart for the good that the

LORD had done for David, for Solomon, and for His people Israel. 11Thus Solomon finished the house of the LORD
and the king's house;

and Solomon successfully accomplished all that came into his heart to make in the house of the LORD and in his
own house.

God's Second Appearance to Solomon

* 12 Then the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and said to him: "I have heard your prayer, and have chosen
this place for Myself as a

house of sacrifice. 13When I shut up heaven and there is no rain, or command the locusts to devour the land, or
send pestilence among My

people, 14if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn
from their wicked ways,

then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 15Now My eyes will be open and My
ears attentive to prayer made

in this place. 16For now I have chosen and sanctified this house, that My name may be there forever; and My eyes
and My heart will be there

perpetually. 17As for you, if you walk before Me as your father David walked, and do according to all that I have
commanded you, and if

you keep My statutes and My judgments, 18then I will establish the throne of your kingdom, as I covenanted with
David your father, saying,

"You shall not fail to have a man as ruler in Israel.'

19"But if you turn away and forsake My statutes and My commandments which I have set before you, and go and
serve other gods, and

worship them, 20then I will uproot them from My land which I have given them; and this house which I have
sanctified for My name I will cast

out of My sight, and will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples.
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21"And as for this house, which is exalted, everyone who passes by it will be astonished and say, "Why has the
LORD done thus to this land

and this house?' 22Then they will answer, "Because they forsook the LORD God of their fathers, who brought them
out of the land of Egypt,

and embraced other gods, and worshiped them and served them; therefore He has brought all this calamity on
them."

1 Corinthians 12

Spiritual Gifts: Unity in Diversity

Spiritual Unity of Believers

1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant: 2You know that you were Gentiles,
carried away to these dumb

idols, however you were led. 3Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus
accursed, and no one

can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.

4There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6And
there are diversities of

activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for
the profit of all: 8for to one is

given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, 9to
another faith by the same Spirit,

to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to
another discerning of spirits, to

another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11But one and the same Spirit works
all these things, distributing to

each one individually as He wills.

Unity and Diversity in One Body

* 12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body, so also is Christ. 13For

by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free--and have all
been made to drink into one

Spirit. 14For in fact the body is not one member but many.

15If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? 16And if
the ear should say,

"Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? 17If the whole body were an eye,
where would be the

hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 18But now God has set the members, each one
of them, in the body just as

He pleased. 19And if they were all one member, where would the body be?

20But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 21And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need
of you"; nor again the head

to the feet, "I have no need of you." 22No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are
necessary. 23And those

members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our
unpresentable parts have greater

modesty, 24but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to
that part which lacks it,

25that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another.
26And if one member suffers,

all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
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27Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 28And God has appointed these in the church: first
apostles, second prophets,

third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues. 29Are all
apostles? Are all prophets? Are

all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 30Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all
interpret? 31But earnestly desire

the best gifts. And yet I show you a more excellent way.

1 Corinthians 13

The Greatest Gift

The Greatest Spiritual Gift

1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a
clanging cymbal. 2And though

I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I
could remove mountains, but

have not love, I am nothing. 3And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to
be burned, but have not love,

it profits me nothing.

4Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 5does not behave
rudely, does not seek its

own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; 6does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 7bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things,

endures all things.

8Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease;
whether there is knowledge, it

will vanish away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 10But when that which is perfect has come, then
that which is in part will be

done away.

11When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I became a man, I
put away childish things.

12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also
am known.

13And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

1 Corinthians 14

Prophecy and Tongues

Principles Concerning Spiritual Gifts

1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may prophesy. 2For he who speaks in a tongue
does not speak to men but to

God, for no one understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. 3But he who prophesies speaks
edification and exhortation and

comfort to men. 4He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. 5I wish you
all spoke with tongues, but

even more that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed
he interprets, that the

church may receive edification.

Tongues Must Be Interpreted
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6 But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you unless I speak to you either by
revelation, by knowledge,

by prophesying, or by teaching? 7Even things without life, whether flute or harp, when they make a sound, unless
they make a distinction in

the sounds, how will it be known what is piped or played? 8For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will
prepare for battle? 9So

likewise you, unless you utter by the tongue words easy to understand, how will it be known what is spoken? For
you will be speaking into

the air. 10There are, it may be, so many kinds of languages in the world, and none of them is without significance.
11Therefore, if I do not

know the meaning of the language, I shall be a foreigner to him who speaks, and he who speaks will be a
foreigner to me. 12Even so you,

since you are zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel.

13Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. 14For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit
prays, but my understanding is

unfruitful. 15What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I
will sing with the spirit, and I

will also sing with the understanding. 160therwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place
of the uninformed say

"Amen" at your giving of thanks, since he does not understand what you say? 17For you indeed give thanks well,
but the other is not edified.

18I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all; 19yet in the church I would rather speak five words
with my understanding, that I

may teach others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue.

Tongues a Sign to Unbelievers
20 Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be mature.
211In the law it is written:

"With men of other tongues and other lips
I will speak to this people;
And yet, for all that, they will not hear Me,"

says the Lord.

22Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying is not for
unbelievers but for those who

believe. 23Therefore if the whole church comes together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come
in those who are

uninformed or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 24But if all prophesy, and an
unbeliever or an uninformed person

comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. 25And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so,
falling down on his face, he

will worship God and report that God is truly among you.

Order in Church Meetings

26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue,
has a revelation, has an

interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 27If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the
most three, each in turn, and let

one interpret. 28But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to
God. 29Let two or three

prophets speak, and let the others judge. 30But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep
silent. 31For you can all
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prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be encouraged. 32And the spirits of the prophets are subject
to the prophets. 33For God

is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.

34Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive,
as the law also says. 35And

if they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in
church.

360r did the word of God come originally from you? Or was it you only that it reached? 37If anyone thinks himself
to be a prophet or

spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord. 38But if
anyone is ignorant, let him be

ignorant.

39Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues. 40Let all things be
done decently and in order.

Hebrews 7

The King of Righteousness

Melchizedek a Picture of Christ

* 1 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who met Abraham returning from the
slaughter of the kings and

blessed him, 2to whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated "king of righteousness," and
then also king of Salem,

meaning "king of peace," 3without father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days
nor end of life, but made like

the Son of God, remains a priest continually.

4Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils. 5And
indeed those who are of the

sons of Levi, who receive the priesthood, have a commandment to receive tithes from the people according to the
law, that is, from their

brethren, though they have come from the loins of Abraham; 6but he whose genealogy is not derived from them
received tithes from Abraham

and blessed him who had the promises. 7Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better. 8Here
mortal men receive tithes,

but there he receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives. 9Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes
through Abraham, so to speak,

10for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him.

Need for a New Priesthood

* 11 Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what
further need was there that

another priest should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron?
12For the priesthood

being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law. 13For He of whom these things are spoken belongs
to another tribe, from which

no man has officiated at the altar.

14For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood.
15And it is yet far more

evident if, in the likeness of Melchizedek, there arises another priest 16who has come, not according to the law of
a fleshly commandment, but

according to the power of an endless life. 17For He testifies:
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"You are a priest forever
According to the order of Melchizedek."

18For on the one hand there is an annulling of the former commandment because of its weakness and
unprofitableness, 19for the law made
nothing perfect; on the other hand, there is the bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God.

Greatness of the New Priest

20 And inasmuch as He was not made priest without an oath 21(for they have become priests without an oath, but
He with an oath by Him

who said to Him:

"The LORD has sworn

And will not relent,

"You are a priest forever

According to the order of Melchizedek™),

22by so much more Jesus has become a surety of a better covenant.

23Also there were many priests, because they were prevented by death from continuing. 24But He, because He
continues forever, has an

unchangeable priesthood. 25Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through
Him, since He always lives to

make intercession for them.

26For such a High Priest was fitting for us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and has
become higher than the heavens;

27who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then for the
people's, for this He did once for

all when He offered up Himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests men who have weakness, but the word of
the oath, which came after

the law, appoints the Son who has been perfected forever.

Hebrews 8

The New Priestly Service

The New Priest and the New Covenant

1 Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right
hand of the throne of the

Majesty in the heavens, 2a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not
man.

3For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also
have something to offer. 4For

if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law;
5who serve the copy and

shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For
He said, "See that you

make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain." 6But now He has obtained a more excellent
ministry, inasmuch as He is

also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on better promises.
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A New Covenant

* 7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would have been sought for a second. 8Because
finding fault with them, He says:

"Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with
the house of Judah-- 9not

according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out
of the land of Egypt;

because they did not continue in My covenant, and I disregarded them, says the LORD. 10For this is the covenant
that I will make with the

house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts;
and I will be their God, and

they shall be My people. 11None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, "Know the LORD,’
for all shall know Me,

from the least of them to the greatest of them. 12For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and
their lawless deeds I will

remember no more."

13In that He says, "A new covenant," He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing
old is ready to vanish

away.

Hebrews 9

The Earthly Sanctuary

The Greatness of Christ's Sacrifice

* 1 Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and the earthly sanctuary. 2For a
tabernacle was prepared: the first

part, in which was the lampstand, the table, and the showbread, which is called the sanctuary; 3and behind the
second veil, the part of the

tabernacle which is called the Holiest of All, 4which had the golden censer and the ark of the covenant overlaid on
all sides with gold, in which

were the golden pot that had the manna, Aaron's rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant; 5and above it
were the cherubim of glory

overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.

Limitations of the Earthly Service

6 Now when these things had been thus prepared, the priests always went into the first part of the tabernacle,
performing the services. 7But

into the second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered for himself and for
the people's sins

committed in ignorance; 8the Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into the Holiest of All was not yet made
manifest while the first tabernacle

was still standing. 91t was symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot
make him who performed

the service perfect in regard to the conscience-- 10concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings, and
fleshly ordinances imposed

until the time of reformation.

The Heavenly Sanctuary
11 But Christ came as High Priest of the good things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not
made with hands, that is, not
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of this creation. 12Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place
once for all, having

obtained eternal redemption. 13For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean,
sanctifies for the purifying

of the flesh, 14how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without
spot to God, cleanse your

conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 15And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant,
by means of death, for

the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise
of the eternal inheritance.

The Mediator's Death Necessary

16 For where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 17For a testament is
in force after men are dead,

since it has no power at all while the testator lives. 18Therefore not even the first covenant was dedicated without
blood. 19For when Moses

had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water,
scarlet wool, and

hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20saying, "This is the blood of the covenant which
God has commanded you."

21Then likewise he sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry. 22And according to
the law almost all things

are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no remission.

Greatness of Christ's Sacrifice

23 Therefore it was necessary that the copies of the things in the heavens should be purified with these, but the
heavenly things themselves with

better sacrifices than these. 24For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the
true, but into heaven itself,

now to appear in the presence of God for us; 25not that He should offer Himself often, as the high priest enters
the Most Holy Place every

year with blood of another-- 26He then would have had to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now,
once at the end of the

ages, He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. 27And as it is appointed for men to die once,
but after this the judgment,

28s0 Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second
time, apart from sin, for

salvation.

Hebrews 10

Animal Sacrifices Insufficient

Justified by Faith in Christ's Sacrifice

1 For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with
these same sacrifices, which

they offer continually year by year, make those who approach perfect. 2For then would they not have ceased to be
offered? For the

worshipers, once purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins. 3But in those sacrifices there is a
reminder of sins every year. 4For

it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.
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Christ's Death Fulfills God's Will
* 5 Therefore, when He came into the world, He said:

"Sacrifice and offering You did not desire,

But a body You have prepared for Me.

6In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin

You had no pleasure.

7Then I said, "Behold, I have come--

In the volume of the book it is written of Me--
To do Your will, O God."

8Previously saying, "Sacrifice and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had
pleasure in them" (which are

offered according to the law), 9then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God." He takes away the first
that He may establish

the second. 10By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Christ's Death Perfects the Sanctified

11 And every priest stands ministering daily and offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take
away sins. 12But this Man, after

He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, 13from that time waiting till His
enemies are made His

footstool. 14For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified.

15But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said before,

16"This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws into their
hearts, and in their minds I

will write them," 17then He adds, "Their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more." 18Now where
there is remission of these, there

is no longer an offering for sin.

Hold Fast Your Confession

19 Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20by a new and living way
which He consecrated for us,

through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21and having a High Priest over the house of God, 22let us draw near with a
true heart in full assurance of

faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold
fast the confession of our

hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 24And let us consider one another in order to stir up love
and good works, 25not

forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much
the more as you see the

Day approaching.

The Just Live by Faith

26 For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for
sins, 27but a certain fearful

expectation of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversaries. 28Anyone who has rejected
Moses' law dies without mercy

on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 290f how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought
worthy who has trampled

the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified a common thing, and
insulted the Spirit of grace?
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30For we know Him who said, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. And again, "The LORD will judge
His people." 311t is a

fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

32But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great struggle with sufferings:
33partly while you were made a

spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and partly while you became companions of those who were so
treated; 34for you had

compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a
better and an enduring

possession for yourselves in heaven. 35Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward. 36For
you have need of

endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise:

37"For yet a little while,

And He who is coming will come and will not tarry.
38Now the just shall live by faith;

But if anyone draws back,

My soul has no pleasure in him."

39But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.

Revelation 4

The Throne Room of Heaven

John's Vision of God's Throne

* 1 After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven. And the first voice which I heard was
like a trumpet speaking

with me, saying, "Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this."

2Immediately I was in the Spirit; and behold, a throne set in heaven, and One sat on the throne. 3And He who sat
there was like a jasper and

a sardius stone in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, in appearance like an emerald.
4Around the throne were

twenty-four thrones, and on the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in white robes; and they had
crowns of gold on their heads.

5And from the throne proceeded lightnings, thunderings, and voices. Seven lamps of fire were burning before the
throne, which are the seven

Spirits of God.

6Before the throne there was a sea of glass, like crystal. And in the midst of the throne, and around the throne,
were four living creatures full

of eyes in front and in back. 7The first living creature was like a lion, the second living creature like a calf, the third
living creature had a face

like @ man, and the fourth living creature was like a flying eagle. 8The four living creatures, each having six wings,
were full of eyes around and

within. And they do not rest day or night, saying:

"Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God Almighty,
Who was and is and is to come!"
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9Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever
and ever, 10the twenty-four

elders fall down before Him who sits on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever, and cast their
crowns before the throne,

saying:

11"You are worthy, O Lord,

To receive glory and honor and power;

For You created all things,

And by Your will they exist and were created."

Revelation 5

The Lamb Takes the Scroll

Worthy Is the Lamb

1 And I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll written inside and on the back, sealed with
seven seals. 2Then I saw a

strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the scroll and to loose its seals?" 3And no one
in heaven or on the earth

or under the earth was able to open the scroll, or to look at it.

4So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to look at it. 5But one of the
elders said to me, "Do not

weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its
seven seals."

6And I looked, and behold, in the midst of the throne and of the four living creatures, and in the midst of the
elders, stood a Lamb as though it

had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent out into all the earth.
7Then He came and took the

scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.

Worthy Is the Lamb

8 Now when He had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the
Lamb, each having a harp, and

golden bowils full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9And they sang a new song, saying:

"You are worthy to take the scroll,

And to open its seals;

For You were slain,

And have redeemed us to God by Your blood

Out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation,
10And have made us kings and priests to our God;
And we shall reign on the earth."

11Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and
the number of them was ten
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, 12saying with a loud voice:

"Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
To receive power and riches and wisdom,
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And strength and honor and glory and blessing!"

13And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the sea, and all
that are in them, I heard
saying:

"Blessing and honor and glory and power
Be to Him who sits on the throne,
And to the Lamb, forever and ever!"

14Then the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the twenty-four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives
forever and ever.

Important Single Verses
John 4
24God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."
Psalm 22
3But You are holy,
Enthroned in the praises of Israel.

New King James Version (NKJV)

Psalm 50
20ut of Zion, the perfection of beauty,
God will shine forth.
30ur God shall come, and shall not keep silent;
A fire shall devour before Him,
And it shall be very tempestuous all around Him.

2 Chronicles 20
21And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to the LORD,
and who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying:

"Praise the LORD,
For His mercy endures forever."

22Now when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushes against the people of
Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and they were defeated.

Zephaniah 3
17The LORD your God in your midst,
The Mighty One, will save;
He will rejoice over you with gladness,
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He will quiet you with His love,
He will rejoice over you with singing."

Hebrews 2
12saying:

"I will declare Your name to My brethren;
In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You."

1 Corinthians 12
26And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the
members rejoice with it.

John 17

21that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us,
that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22And the glory which You gave Me I have given
them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made
perfect in one, and that the world may know that You have sent Mg, and have loved them as You
have loved Me.

24"Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with Me where I am, that they may
behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.
250 righteous Father! The world has not known You, but I have known You; and these have known
that You sent Me. 26And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with
which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them."

2 Chronicles 20
21And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to the LORD,
and who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying:

"Praise the LORD,
For His mercy endures forever."

Psalm 29

2Give unto the LORD the glory due to His hame;
Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.

New King James Version (NKJV)

Psalm 96
90h, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness!
Tremble before Him, all the earth.

New King James Version (NKJV)

Psalm 27
40ne thing I have desired of the LORD,
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That will I seek:
That I may dwell in the house of the LORD
All the days of my life,
To behold the beauty of the LORD,
And to inquire in His temple.

1 Chronicles 16
29Give to the LORD the glory due His name;
Bring an offering, and come before Him.
Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness!

Isaiah 4

The Renewal of Zion

2 In that day the Branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and glorious;
And the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and appealing
For those of Israel who have escaped.

New King James Version (NKJV)

Isaiah 33

The Land of the Majestic King
17 Your eyes will see the King in His beauty;
They will see the land that is very far off.

New King James Version (NK1V)

Isaiah 6

3And one cried to another and said:
"Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
The whole earth is full of His glory!"

Revelation 4

8The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full of eyes around and within. And they do
not rest day or night, saying:

"Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God Almighty,
Who was and is and is to come!"

New King James Version (NKJV)

1 Chronicles 6
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Musicians in the House of the LORD

31 Now these are the men whom David appointed over the service of song in the house of the
LORD, after the ark came to rest. 32They were ministering with music before the dwelling place of
the tabernacle of meeting, until Solomon had built the house of the LORD in Jerusalem, and they
served in their office according to their order.

33And these are the ones who ministered with their sons: Of the sons of the Kohathites were Heman
the singer, the son of Joel, the son of Samuel,

New King James Version (NKJV)

1 Chronicles 9
33These are the singers, heads of the fathers' houses of the Levites, who lodged in the chambers, and
were free from other duties; for they were employed in that work day and night.

New King James Version (NKJV)

1 Chronicles 16

4And he appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, to commemorate, to
thank, and to praise the LORD God of Israel: 5Asaph the chief, and next to him Zechariah, then
Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, and Obed-Edom: Jeiel with stringed
instruments and harps, but Asaph made music with cymbals; 6Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests
regularly blew the trumpets before the ark of the covenant of God.

New King James Version (NKJV)

1 Chronicles 23

The Divisions of the Levites

Divisions and Duties of the Levites

1 So when David was old and full of days, he made his son Solomon king over Israel.

2And he gathered together all the leaders of Israel, with the priests and the Levites. 3Now the Levites
were numbered from the age of thirty years and above; and the number of individual males was
thirty-eight thousand. 40f these, twenty-four thousand were to look after the work of the house of
the LORD, six thousand were officers and judges, 5four thousand were gatekeepers, and four
thousand praised the LORD with musical instruments, "which I made," said David, "for giving

praise."

New King James Version (NK1V)

1 Chronicles 25

The Musicians

The Divisions of the Musicians
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1 Moreover David and the captains of the army separated for the service some of the sons of Asaph,
of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who should prophesy with harps, stringed instruments, and cymbals.
And the number of the skilled men performing their service was: 20f the sons of Asaph: Zaccur,
Joseph, Nethaniah, and Asharelah; the sons of Asaph were under the direction of Asaph, who
prophesied according to the order of the king. 30f Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun: Gedaliah, Zeri,
Jeshaiah, Shimei, Hashabiah, and Mattithiah, six, under the direction of their father Jeduthun, who
prophesied with a harp to give thanks and to praise the LORD. 40f Heman, the sons of Heman:
Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, Jerimoth, Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, Romamti-Ezer,
Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, and Mahazioth. 5All these were the sons of Heman the king's seer in
the words of God, to exalt his horn. For God gave Heman fourteen sons and three daughters.

6All these were under the direction of their father for the music in the house of the LORD, with
cymbals, stringed instruments, and harps, for the service of the house of God. Asaph, Jeduthun, and
Heman were under the authority of the king. 7So the number of them, with their brethren who were
instructed in the songs of the LORD, all who were skillful, was two hundred and eighty-eight.

New King James Version (NK1V)

1 Chronicles 29

Offerings for Building the Temple

Offerings for Building the Temple

1 Furthermore King David said to all the assembly: "My son Solomon, whom alone God has chosen,
is young and inexperienced; and the work is great, because the temple is not for man but for the
LORD God. 2Now for the house of my God I have prepared with all my might: gold for things to be
made of gold, silver for things of silver, bronze for things of bronze, iron for things of iron, wood for
things of wood, onyx stones, stones to be set, glistening stones of various colors, all kinds of
precious stones, and marble slabs in abundance. 3Moreover, because I have set my affection on the
house of my God, I have given to the house of my God, over and above all that I have prepared for
the holy house, my own special treasure of gold and silver: 4three thousand talents of gold, of the
gold of Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined silver, to overlay the walls of the houses; 5the
gold for things of gold and the silver for things of silver, and for all kinds of work to be done by the
hands of craftsmen. Who then is willing to consecrate himself this day to the LORD?"

6Then the leaders of the fathers' houses, leaders of the tribes of Israel, the captains of thousands and
of hundreds, with the officers over the king's work, offered willingly. 7They gave for the work of the
house of God five thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, ten thousand talents of silver,
eighteen thousand talents of bronze, and one hundred thousand talents of iron. 8And whoever had
precious stones gave them to the treasury of the house of the LORD, into the hand of Jehiel the
Gershonite. 9Then the people rejoiced, for they had offered willingly, because with a loyal heart they
had offered willingly to the LORD; and King David also rejoiced greatly.

David's Praise to God
10 Therefore David blessed the LORD before all the assembly; and David said:

"Blessed are You, LORD God of Israel, our Father, forever and ever.
11Yours, O LORD, is the greatness,

The power and the glory,

The victory and the majesty;

For all that is in heaven and in earth is Yours;

Yours is the kingdom, O LORD,

And You are exalted as head over all.
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12Both riches and honor come from You,
And You reign over all.
In Your hand is power and might;
In Your hand it is to make great
And to give strength to all.

13"Now therefore, our God,

We thank You

And praise Your glorious name.

14But who am I, and who are my people,
That we should be able to offer so willingly as this?
For all things come from You,

And of Your own we have given You.

15For we are aliens and pilgrims before You,
As were all our fathers;

Our days on earth are as a shadow,

And without hope.

16"0 LORD our God, all this abundance that we have prepared to build You a house for Your holy
name is from Your hand, and is all Your own. 171 know also, my God, that You test the heart and
have pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of my heart I have willingly offered all
these things; and now with joy I have seen Your people, who are present here to offer willingly to
You. 180 LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep this forever in the intent of
the thoughts of the heart of Your people, and fix their heart toward You. 19And give my son
Solomon a loyal heart to keep Your commandments and Your testimonies and Your statutes, to do
all these things, and to build the temple for which I have made provision."

20Then David said to all the assembly, "Now bless the LORD your God." So all the assembly
blessed the LORD God of their fathers, and bowed their heads and prostrated themselves before
the LORD and the king.

2 Chronicles 8

14And, according to the order of David his father, he appointed the divisions of the priests for their
service, the Levites for their duties (to praise and serve before the priests) as the duty of each day
required, and the gatekeepers by their divisions at each gate; for so David the man of God had
commanded. 15They did not depart from the command of the king to the priests and Levites
concerning any matter or concerning the treasuries.

New King James Version (NK1V)

2 Chronicles 20
21And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to the LORD,
and who should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying:

"Praise the LORD,
For His mercy endures forever."

22Now when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushes against the people of
Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and they were defeated.

New King James Version (NKJV)
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2 Chronicles 29

Hezekiah Restores Temple Worship

20 Then King Hezekiah rose early, gathered the rulers of the city, and went up to the house of the
LORD. 21And they brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven lambs, and seven male goats for a sin
offering for the kingdom, for the sanctuary, and for Judah. Then he commanded the priests, the sons
of Aaron, to offer them on the altar of the LORD. 22So they killed the bulls, and the priests received
the blood and sprinkled it on the altar. Likewise they killed the rams and sprinkled the blood on the
altar. They also killed the lambs and sprinkled the blood on the altar. 23Then they brought out the
male goats for the sin offering before the king and the assembly, and they laid their hands on them.
24And the priests killed them; and they presented their blood on the altar as a sin offering to make an
atonement for all Israel, for the king commanded that the burnt offering and the sin offering be made
for all Israel.

25And he stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with stringed instruments,
and with harps, according to the commandment of David, of Gad the king's seer, and of Nathan the
prophet; for thus was the commandment of the LORD by His prophets. 26The Levites stood with the
instruments of David, and the priests with the trumpets. 27Then Hezekiah commanded them to offer
the burnt offering on the altar. And when the burnt offering began, the song of the LORD also began,
with the trumpets and with the instruments of David king of Israel. 28So all the assembly worshiped,
the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded; all this continued until the burnt offering was finished.
29And when they had finished offering, the king and all who were present with him bowed and
worshiped. 30Moreover King Hezekiah and the leaders commanded the Levites to sing praise to the
LORD with the words of David and of Asaph the seer. So they sang praises with gladness, and they
bowed their heads and worshiped.

31Then Hezekiah answered and said, "Now that you have consecrated yourselves to the LORD,

come near, and bring sacrifices and thank offerings into the house of the LORD." So the assembly
brought in sacrifices and thank offerings, and as many as were of a willing heart brought burnt
offerings. 32And the number of the burnt offerings which the assembly brought was seventy bulls, one
hundred rams, and two hundred lambs; all these were for a burnt offering to the LORD. 33The
consecrated things were six hundred bulls and three thousand sheep. 34But the priests were too few,
so that they could not skin all the burnt offerings; therefore their brethren the Levites helped them
until the work was ended and until the other priests had sanctified themselves, for the Levites were
more diligent in sanctifying themselves than the priests. 35Also the burnt offerings were in abundance,
with the fat of the peace offerings and with the drink offerings for every burnt offering.

So the service of the house of the LORD was set in order. 36Then Hezekiah and all the people
rejoiced that God had prepared the people, since the events took place so suddenly.

New King James Version (NK1V)

2 Chronicles 34

9When they came to Hilkiah the high priest, they delivered the money that was brought into the
house of God, which the Levites who kept the doors had gathered from the hand of Manasseh and
Ephraim, from all the remnant of Israel, from all Judah and Benjamin, and which they had brought
back to Jerusalem. 10Then they put it in the hand of the foremen who had the oversight of the house
of the LORD; and they gave it to the workmen who worked in the house of the LORD, to repair

and restore the house. 11They gave it to the craftsmen and builders to buy hewn stone and timber for
beams, and to floor the houses which the kings of Judah had destroyed. 12And the men did the work
faithfully. Their overseers were Jahath and Obadiah the Levites, of the sons of Merari, and Zechariah
and Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites, to supervise. Others of the Levites, all of whom were
skillful with instruments of music, 13were over the burden bearers and were overseers of all who did
work in any kind of service. And some of the Levites were scribes, officers, and gatekeepers.

14Now when they brought out the money that was brought into the house of the LORD, Hilkiah the
priest found the Book of the Law of the LORD given by Moses. 15Then Hilkiah answered and said
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to Shaphan the scribe, "I have found the Book of the Law in the house of the LORD." And Hilkiah
gave the book to Shaphan. 16So Shaphan carried the book to the king, bringing the king word,
saying, "All that was committed to your servants they are doing. 17And they have gathered the
money that was found in the house of the LORD, and have delivered it into the hand of the overseers
and the workmen."

2 Kings 22

Hilkiah Finds the Book of the Law

* 3 Now it came to pass, in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, that the king sent Shaphan the scribe,
the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, to the house of the LORD, saying: 4"Go up to Hilkiah the
high priest, that he may count the money which has been brought into the house of the LORD, which
the doorkeepers have gathered from the people. 5And let them deliver it into the hand of those doing
the work, who are the overseers in the house of the LORD; let them give it to those who are in the
house of the LORD doing the work, to repair the damages of the house-- 6to carpenters and

builders and masons--and to buy timber and hewn stone to repair the house. 7However there need
be no accounting made with them of the money delivered into their hand, because they deal
faithfully."

8Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, "I have found the Book of the Law in the
house of the LORD." And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it. 9So Shaphan the scribe
went to the king, bringing the king word, saying, "Your servants have gathered the money that was
found in the house, and have delivered it into the hand of those who do the work, who oversee the
house of the LORD."

New King James Version (NKJV)

69According to their ability, they gave to the treasury for the work sixty-one thousand gold
drachmas, five thousand minas of silver, and one hundred priestly garments.

70So the priests and the Levites, some of the people, the singers, the gatekeepers, and the Nethinim,
dwelt in their cities, and all Israel in their cities.

New King James Version (NKJV)

Ezra 3

10When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests stood in their apparel
with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD, according to
the ordinance of David king of Israel.’

Nehemiah 11

22Also the overseer of the Levites at Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the
son of Mattaniah, the son of Micha, of the sons of Asaph, the singers in charge of the service of the
house of God. 23For it was the king's command concerning them that a certain portion should be for
the singers, a quota day by day.

New King James Version (NKJV)

Nehemiah 12

Temple Responsibilities

44 And at the same time some were appointed over the rooms of the storehouse for the offerings, the
firstfruits, and the tithes, to gather into them from the fields of the cities the portions specified by the
Law for the priests and Levites; for Judah rejoiced over the priests and Levites who ministered.
45Both the singers and the gatekeepers kept the charge of their God and the charge of the
purification, according to the command of David and Solomon his son. 46For in the days of David
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and Asaph of old there were chiefs of the singers, and songs of praise and thanksgiving to God. 471In
the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah all Israel gave the portions for the singers and
the gatekeepers, a portion for each day. They also consecrated holy things for the Levites, and the
Levites consecrated them for the children of Aaron.

New King James Version (NKJV)

Amos 8
3And the songs of the temple
Shall be wailing in that day,"
Says the Lord GOD--
"Many dead bodies everywhere,
They shall be thrown out in silence."

TOD in History

1 Chronicles 15

The Ark Brought to Jerusalem

David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem

* 1 David built houses for himself in the City of David; and he prepared a place for the ark of God,
and pitched a tent for it. 2Then David said, "No one may carry the ark of God but the Levites, for
the LORD has chosen them to carry the ark of God and to minister before Him forever." 3And

David gathered all Israel together at Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the LORD to its place, which
he had prepared for it. 4Then David assembled the children of Aaron and the Levites: 50of the sons of
Kohath, Uriel the chief, and one hundred and twenty of his brethren; 6of the sons of Merari, Asaiah
the chief, and two hundred and twenty of his brethren; 7of the sons of Gershom, Joel the chief, and
one hundred and thirty of his brethren; 8of the sons of Elizaphan, Shemaiah the chief, and two
hundred of his brethren; 9of the sons of Hebron, Eliel the chief, and eighty of his brethren; 100of the
sons of Uzziel, Amminadab the chief, and one hundred and twelve of his brethren.

11And David called for Zadok and Abiathar the priests, and for the Levites: for Uriel, Asaiah, Joel,
Shemaiah, Eliel, and Amminadab. 12He said to them, "You are the heads of the fathers' houses of the
Levites; sanctify yourselves, you and your brethren, that you may bring up the ark of the LORD God
of Israel to the place I have prepared for it. 13For because you did not do it the first time, the LORD
our God broke out against us, because we did not consult Him about the proper order."

14So the priests and the Levites sanctified themselves to bring up the ark of the LORD God of

Israel. 15And the children of the Levites bore the ark of God on their shoulders, by its poles, as
Moses had commanded according to the word of the LORD.

16Then David spoke to the leaders of the Levites to appoint their brethren to be the singers
accompanied by instruments of music, stringed instruments, harps, and cymbals, by raising the voice
with resounding joy. 17So the Levites appointed Heman the son of Joel; and of his brethren, Asaph
the son of Berechiah; and of their brethren, the sons of Merari, Ethan the son of Kushaiah; 18and
with them their brethren of the second rank: Zechariah, Ben, Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni,
Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah, Elipheleh, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, and Jeiel, the gatekeepers;
19the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, were to sound the cymbals of bronze; 20Zechariah, Aziel,
Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and Benaiah, with strings according to Alamoth;
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21Mattithiah, Elipheleh, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, Jeiel, and Azaziah, to direct with harps on the
Sheminith; 22Chenaniah, leader of the Levites, was instructor in charge of the music, because he was
skillful; 23Berechiah and Elkanah were doorkeepers for the ark; 24Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel,
Amasai, Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer, the priests, were to blow the trumpets before the ark of
God; and Obed-Edom and Jehiah, doorkeepers for the ark.

25S0 David, the elders of Israel, and the captains over thousands went to bring up the ark of the
covenant of the LORD from the house of Obed-Edom with joy. 26And so it was, when God helped
the Levites who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD, that they offered seven bulls and seven
rams. 27David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, as were all the Levites who bore the ark, the
singers, and Chenaniah the music master with the singers. David also wore a linen ephod. 28Thus all
Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the LORD with shouting and with the sound of the horn,
with trumpets and with cymbals, making music with stringed instruments and harps.

29And it happened, as the ark of the covenant of the LORD came to the City of David, that Michal,
Saul's daughter, looked through a window and saw King David whirling and playing music; and she
despised him in her heart.

1 Chronicles 16

The Ark Placed in the Tabernacle

David's Song of Thanksgiving

* 1 So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the midst of the tabernacle that David had erected
for it. Then they offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before God. 2And when David had
finished offering the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the
LORD. 3Then he distributed to everyone of Israel, both man and woman, to everyone a loaf of
bread, a piece of meat, and a cake of raisins.

4And he appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, to commemorate, to
thank, and to praise the LORD God of Israel: 5Asaph the chief, and next to him Zechariah, then
Jeiel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, and Obed-Edom: Jeiel with stringed
instruments and harps, but Asaph made music with cymbals; 6Benaiah and Jahaziel the priests
regularly blew the trumpets before the ark of the covenant of God.

David's Song of Thanksgiving
* 7 On that day David first delivered this psalm into the hand of Asaph and his brethren, to thank the
LORD:

80h, give thanks to the LORD!

Call upon His name;

Make known His deeds among the peoples!

9Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him;

Talk of all His wondrous works!

10Glory in His holy name;

Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the LORD!
11Seek the LORD and His strength;

Seek His face evermore!

12Remember His marvelous works which He has done,
His wonders, and the judgments of His mouth,
130 seed of Israel His servant,

You children of Jacob, His chosen ones!

14He is the LORD our God;
His judgments are in all the earth.
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15Remember His covenant forever,
The word which He commanded, for a thousand generations,
16The covenant which He made with Abraham,
And His oath to Isaac,
17And confirmed it to Jacob for a statute,
To Israel for an everlasting covenant,
18Saying, "To you I will give the land of Canaan
As the allotment of your inheritance,"
19When you were few in number,
Indeed very few, and strangers in it.

20When they went from one nation to another,
And from one kingdom to another people,
21He permitted no man to do them wrong;
Yes, He rebuked kings for their sakes,
22Saying, "Do not touch My anointed ones,
And do My prophets no harm."

23Sing to the LORD, all the earth;

Proclaim the good news of His salvation from day to day.
24Declare His glory among the nations,

His wonders among all peoples.

25For the LORD is great and greatly to be praised;
He is also to be feared above all gods.

26For all the gods of the peoples are idols,

But the LORD made the heavens.

27Honor and majesty are before Him;

Strength and gladness are in His place.

28Give to the LORD, O families of the peoples,
Give to the LORD glory and strength.

29Give to the LORD the glory due His name;
Bring an offering, and come before Him.

Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness!
30Tremble before Him, all the earth.

The world also is firmly established,

It shall not be moved.

31Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;

And let them say among the nations, "The LORD reigns."
32Let the sea roar, and all its fullness;

Let the field rejoice, and all that is in it.

33Then the trees of the woods shall rejoice before the LORD,
For He is coming to judge the earth.

340h, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good!

For His mercy endures forever.

35And say, "Save us, O God of our salvation;

Gather us together, and deliver us from the Gentiles,
To give thanks to Your holy name,
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To triumph in Your praise."

36Blessed be the LORD God of Israel
From everlasting to everlasting!

And all the people said, "Amen!" and praised the LORD.

Regular Worship Maintained

37 So he left Asaph and his brothers there before the ark of the covenant of the LORD to minister
before the ark regularly, as every day's work required; 38and Obed-Edom with his sixty-eight
brethren, including Obed-Edom the son of Jeduthun, and Hosah, to be gatekeepers; 39and Zadok
the priest and his brethren the priests, before the tabernacle of the LORD at the high place that was
at Gibeon, 40to offer burnt offerings to the LORD on the altar of burnt offering regularly morning and
evening, and to do according to all that is written in the Law of the LORD which He commanded
Israel; 41and with them Heman and Jeduthun and the rest who were chosen, who were designated
by name, to give thanks to the LORD, because His mercy endures forever; 42and with them Heman
and Jeduthun, to sound aloud with trumpets and cymbals and the musical instruments of God. Now
the sons of Jeduthun were gatekeepers.

43Then all the people departed, every man to his house; and David returned to bless his house.

New King James Version (NK1V)

2 Chronicles 5

The Ark Brought into the Temple

1 So all the work that Solomon had done for the house of the LORD was finished; and Solomon
brought in the things which his father David had dedicated: the silver and the gold and all the
furnishings. And he put them in the treasuries of the house of God.

The Ark Brought into the Temple

* 2 Now Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the chief fathers of
the children of Israel, in Jerusalem, that they might bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD up
from the City of David, which is Zion. 3Therefore all the men of Israel assembled with the king at the
feast, which was in the seventh month. 4So all the elders of Israel came, and the Levites took up the
ark. 5Then they brought up the ark, the tabernacle of meeting, and all the holy furnishings that were in
the tabernacle. The priests and the Levites brought them up. 6Also King Solomon, and all the
congregation of Israel who were assembled with him before the ark, were sacrificing sheep and oxen
that could not be counted or numbered for multitude. 7Then the priests brought in the ark of the
covenant of the LORD to its place, into the inner sanctuary of the temple, to the Most Holy Place,
under the wings of the cherubim. 8For the cherubim spread their wings over the place of the ark, and
the cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles. 9The poles extended so that the ends of the poles
of the ark could be seen from the holy place, in front of the inner sanctuary; but they could not be
seen from outside. And they are there to this day. 10Nothing was in the ark except the two tablets
which Moses put there at Horeb, when the LORD made a covenant with the children of Israel, when
they had come out of Egypt.

11And it came to pass when the priests came out of the Most Holy Place (for all the priests who
were present had sanctified themselves, without keeping to their divisions), 12and the Levites who
were the singers, all those of Asaph and Heman and Jeduthun, with their sons and their brethren,
stood at the east end of the altar, clothed in white linen, having cymbals, stringed instruments and
harps, and with them one hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets-- 13indeed it came to
pass, when the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and
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thanking the LORD, and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and
instruments of music, and praised the LORD, saying:

"For He is good,
For His mercy endures forever,"

that the house, the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud, 14so that the priests could not
continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house of God.

2 Chronicles 6

Solomon's Prayer of Dedication

1 Then Solomon spoke:
"The LORD said He would dwell in the dark cloud.
21 have surely built You an exalted house,
And a place for You to dwell in forever."

Solomon's Speech upon Completion of the Work

* 3 Then the king turned around and blessed the whole assembly of Israel, while all the assembly of
Israel was standing. 4And he said: "Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who has fulfilled with His
hands what He spoke with His mouth to my father David, saying, 5"Since the day that I brought My
people out of the land of Egypt, I have chosen no city from any tribe of Israel in which to build a
house, that My name might be there, nor did I choose any man to be a ruler over My people Israel.
6Yet I have chosen Jerusalem, that My name may be there, and I have chosen David to be over My
people Israel." 7Now it was in the heart of my father David to build a temple for the name of the
LORD God of Israel. 8But the LORD said to my father David, "Whereas it was in your heart to

build a temple for My name, you did well in that it was in your heart. 9Nevertheless you shall not
build the temple, but your son who will come from your body, he shall build the temple for My
name.' 10So the LORD has fulfilled His word which He spoke, and I have filled the position of my
father David, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the LORD promised; and I have built the temple for
the name of the LORD God of Israel. 11And there I have put the ark, in which is the covenant of the
LORD which He made with the children of Israel."

Solomon's Prayer of Dedication

* 12 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel,
and spread out his hands 13(for Solomon had made a bronze platform five cubits long, five cubits
wide, and three cubits high, and had set it in the midst of the court; and he stood on it, knelt down on
his knees before all the assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands toward heaven); 14and he said:
"LORD God of Israel, there is no God in heaven or on earth like You, who keep Your covenant and
mercy with Your servants who walk before You with all their hearts. 15You have kept what You
promised Your servant David my father; You have both spoken with Your mouth and fulfilled it with
Your hand, as it is this day. 16Therefore, LORD God of Israel, now keep what You promised Your
servant David my father, saying, "You shall not fail to have a man sit before Me on the throne of
Israel, only if your sons take heed to their way, that they walk in My law as you have walked before
Me.' 17And now, O LORD God of Israel, let Your word come true, which You have spoken to

Your servant David.

18"But will God indeed dwell with men on the earth? Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens
cannot contain You. How much less this temple which I have built! 19Yet regard the prayer of Your
servant and his supplication, O LORD my God, and listen to the cry and the prayer which Your
servant is praying before You: 20that Your eyes may be open toward this temple day and night,
toward the place where You said You would put Your name, that You may hear the prayer which
Your servant makes toward this place. 21And may You hear the supplications of Your servant and
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of Your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven Your dwelling place,

and when You hear, forgive.

22"If anyone sins against his neighbor, and is forced to take an oath, and comes and takes an oath
before Your altar in this temple, 23then hear from heaven, and act, and judge Your servants, bringing
retribution on the wicked by bringing his way on his own head, and justifying the righteous by giving
him according to his righteousness.

24"Or if Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy because they have sinned against You,
and return and confess Your name, and pray and make supplication before You in this temple,
25then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and bring them back to the land
which You gave to them and their fathers.

26"When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against You, when
they pray toward this place and confess Your name, and turn from their sin because You afflict them,
27then hear in heaven, and forgive the sin of Your servants, Your people Israel, that You may teach
them the good way in which they should walk; and send rain on Your land which You have given to
Your people as an inheritance.

28"When there is famine in the land, pestilence or blight or mildew, locusts or grasshoppers; when
their enemies besiege them in the land of their cities; whatever plague or whatever sickness there is;
29whatever prayer, whatever supplication is made by anyone, or by all Your people Israel, when
each one knows his own burden and his own grief, and spreads out his hands to this temple: 30then
hear from heaven Your dwelling place, and forgive, and give to everyone according to all his ways,
whose heart You know (for You alone know the hearts of the sons of men), 31that they may fear
You, to walk in Your ways as long as they live in the land which You gave to our fathers.
32"Moreover, concerning a foreigner, who is not of Your people Israel, but has come from a far
country for the sake of Your great name and Your mighty hand and Your outstretched arm, when
they come and pray in this temple; 33then hear from heaven Your dwelling place, and do according
to all for which the foreigner calls to You, that all peoples of the earth may know Your hame and
fear You, as do Your people Israel, and that they may know that this temple which I have built is
called by Your name.

34"When Your people go out to battle against their enemies, wherever You send them, and when
they pray to You toward this city which You have chosen and the temple which I have built for Your
name, 35then hear from heaven their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their cause.
36"When they sin against You (for there is no one who does not sin), and You become angry with
them and deliver them to the enemy, and they take them captive to a land far or near; 37yet when
they come to themselves in the land where they were carried captive, and repent, and make
supplication to You in the land of their captivity, saying, "We have sinned, we have done wrong, and
have committed wickedness'; 38and when they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul
in the land of their captivity, where they have been carried captive, and pray toward their land which
You gave to their fathers, the city which You have chosen, and toward the temple which I have built
for Your name: 39then hear from heaven Your dwelling place their prayer and their supplications, and
maintain their cause, and forgive Your people who have sinned against You. 40Now, my God, I

pray, let Your eyes be open and let Your ears be attentive to the prayer made in this place.

41"Now therefore,

Arise, O LORD God, to Your resting place,

You and the ark of Your strength.

Let Your priests, O LORD God, be clothed with salvation,
And let Your saints rejoice in goodness.

42"0 LORD God, do not turn away the face of Your Anointed;
Remember the mercies of Your servant David."

2 Chronicles 7

Solomon Dedicates the Temple
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God's Promise to Solomon
* 1 When Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt
offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the temple. 2And the priests could not
enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD had filled the LORD's house. 3When
all the children of Israel saw how the fire came down, and the glory of the LORD on the temple, they
bowed their faces to the ground on the pavement, and worshiped and praised the LORD, saying:
"For He is good,
For His mercy endures forever."

4Then the king and all the people offered sacrifices before the LORD. 5King Solomon offered a
sacrifice of twenty-two thousand bulls and one hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and
all the people dedicated the house of God. 6And the priests attended to their services; the Levites
also with instruments of the music of the LORD, which King David had made to praise the LORD,
saying, "For His mercy endures forever," whenever David offered praise by their ministry. The
priests sounded trumpets opposite them, while all Israel stood.

7Furthermore Solomon consecrated the middle of the court that was in front of the house of the
LORD; for there he offered burnt offerings and the fat of the peace offerings, because the bronze
altar which Solomon had made was not able to receive the burnt offerings, the grain offerings, and
the fat.

8At that time Solomon kept the feast seven days, and all Israel with him, a very great assembly from
the entrance of Hamath to the Brook of Egypt. 9And on the eighth day they held a sacred assembly,
for they observed the dedication of the altar seven days, and the feast seven days. 100n the
twenty-third day of the seventh month he sent the people away to their tents, joyful and glad of heart
for the good that the LORD had done for David, for Solomon, and for His people Israel. 11Thus
Solomon finished the house of the LORD and the king's house; and Solomon successfully
accomplished all that came into his heart to make in the house of the LORD and in his own house.

God's Second Appearance to Solomon

* 12 Then the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and said to him: "I have heard your prayer, and
have chosen this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice. 13When I shut up heaven and there is no
rain, or command the locusts to devour the land, or send pestilence among My people, 14if My
people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn
from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.
15Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to prayer made in this place. 16For now I have
chosen and sanctified this house, that My name may be there forever; and My eyes and My heart
will be there perpetually. 17As for you, if you walk before Me as your father David walked, and do
according to all that I have commanded you, and if you keep My statutes and My judgments, 18then
I will establish the throne of your kingdom, as I covenanted with David your father, saying, "You
shall not fail to have a man as ruler in Israel.'

19"But if you turn away and forsake My statutes and My commandments which I have set before
you, and go and serve other gods, and worship them, 20then I will uproot them from My land which I
have given them; and this house which I have sanctified for My name I will cast out of My sight, and
will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples.

21"And as for this house, which is exalted, everyone who passes by it will be astonished and say,
"Why has the LORD done thus to this land and this house?' 22Then they will answer, "Because they
forsook the LORD God of their fathers, who brought them out of the land of Egypt, and embraced
other gods, and worshiped them and served them; therefore He has brought all this calamity on
them.™

New King James Version (NKJV)

2 Chronicles 20
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Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir Defeated

Jahaziel Promises a Great Deliverance

1 It happened after this that the people of Moab with the people of Ammon, and others with them
besides the Ammonites, came to battle against Jehoshaphat. 2Then some came and told
Jehoshaphat, saying, "A great multitude is coming against you from beyond the sea, from Syria; and
they are in Hazazon Tamar" (which is En Gedi). 3And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek
the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. 4So Judah gathered together to ask help
from the LORD; and from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD.

5Then Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, before
the new court, 6and said: "O LORD God of our fathers, are You not God in heaven, and do You not
rule over all the kingdoms of the nations, and in Your hand is there not power and might, so that no
one is able to withstand You? 7Are You not our God, who drove out the inhabitants of this land
before Your people Israel, and gave it to the descendants of Abraham Your friend forever? 8And
they dwell in it, and have built You a sanctuary in it for Your name, saying, 9"If disaster comes upon
us--sword, judgment, pestilence, or famine--we will stand before this temple and in Your presence
(for Your name is in this temple), and cry out to You in our affliction, and You will hear and save.'
10And now, here are the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir--whom You would not let

Israel invade when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned from them and did not
destroy them-- 11here they are, rewarding us by coming to throw us out of Your possession which
You have given us to inherit. 120 our God, will You not judge them? For we have no power against
this great multitude that is coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but our eyes are upon
You."

13Now all Judah, with their little ones, their wives, and their children, stood before the LORD.
14Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son
of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the midst of the assembly. 15And he
said, "Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, King Jehoshaphat! Thus
says the LORD to you: "Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle
is not yours, but God's. 16Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up by the Ascent
of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the brook before the Wilderness of Jeruel. 17You will not
need to fight in this battle. Position yourselves, stand still and see the salvation of the LORD, who is
with you, O Judah and Jerusalem!' Do not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out against them, for
the LORD is with you."

18And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem bowed before the LORD, worshiping the LORD. 19Then the Levites of the children of the
Kohathites and of the children of the Korahites stood up to praise the LORD God of Israel with
voices loud and high.

20So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went
out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the
LORD your God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper." 21And
when he had consulted with the people, he appointed those who should sing to the LORD, and who
should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and were saying:

"Praise the LORD,
For His mercy endures forever."

22Now when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushes against the people of
Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and they were defeated. 23For the
people of Ammon and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir to utterly kill and

destroy them. And when they had made an end of the inhabitants of Seir, they helped to destroy one
another.

24So0 when Judah came to a place overlooking the wilderness, they looked toward the multitude; and
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there were their dead bodies, fallen on the earth. No one had escaped.

25When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take away their spoil, they found among them an
abundance of valuables on the dead bodies, and precious jewelry, which they stripped off for
themselves, more than they could carry away; and they were three days gathering the spoil because
there was so much. 26And on the fourth day they assembled in the Valley of Berachah, for there they
blessed the LORD; therefore the name of that place was called The Valley of Berachah until this

day. 27Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, with Jehoshaphat in front of them, to
go back to Jerusalem with joy, for the LORD had made them rejoice over their enemies. 28So they
came to Jerusalem, with stringed instruments and harps and trumpets, to the house of the LORD.
29And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries when they heard that the LORD
had fought against the enemies of Israel. 30Then the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his God
gave him rest all around.

The End of Jehoshaphat's Reign

* 31 So Jehoshaphat was king over Judah. He was thirty-five years old when he became king, and he
reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother's name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. 32And
he walked in the way of his father Asa, and did not turn aside from it, doing what was right in the
sight of the LORD. 33Nevertheless the high places were not taken away, for as yet the people had
not directed their hearts to the God of their fathers.

34Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, first and last, indeed they are written in the book of Jehu
the son of Hanani, which is mentioned in the book of the kings of Israel.

35After this Jehoshaphat king of Judah allied himself with Ahaziah king of Israel, who acted very
wickedly. 36And he allied himself with him to make ships to go to Tarshish, and they made the ships
in Ezion Geber. 37But Eliezer the son of Dodavah of Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat,
saying, "Because you have allied yourself with Ahaziah, the LORD has destroyed your works." Then
the ships were wrecked, so that they were not able to go to Tarshish.

New King James Version (NKJV)

2 Chronicles 23

Joash Crowned King of Judah

Joash Reigns in Judah

* 1 In the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened himself, and made a covenant with the captains of
hundreds: Azariah the son of Jeroham, Ishmael the son of Jehohanan, Azariah the son of Obed,
Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son of Zichri. 2And they went throughout Judah and
gathered the Levites from all the cities of Judah, and the chief fathers of Israel, and they came to
Jerusalem.

3Then all the assembly made a covenant with the king in the house of God. And he said to them,
"Behold, the king's son shall reign, as the LORD has said of the sons of David. 4This is what you
shall do: One-third of you entering on the Sabbath, of the priests and the Levites, shall be keeping
watch over the doors; 5one-third shall be at the king's house; and one-third at the Gate of the
Foundation. All the people shall be in the courts of the house of the LORD. 6But let no one come
into the house of the LORD except the priests and those of the Levites who serve. They may go in,
for they are holy; but all the people shall keep the watch of the LORD. 7And the Levites shall
surround the king on all sides, every man with his weapons in his hand; and whoever comes into the
house, let him be put to death. You are to be with the king when he comes in and when he goes out."

8So the Levites and all Judah did according to all that Jehoiada the priest commanded. And each

man took his men who were to be on duty on the Sabbath, with those who were going off duty on
the Sabbath; for Jehoiada the priest had not dismissed the divisions. 9And Jehoiada the priest gave to
the captains of hundreds the spears and the large and small shields which had belonged to King
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David, that were in the temple of God. 10Then he set all the people, every man with his weapon in his
hand, from the right side of the temple to the left side of the temple, along by the altar and by the
temple, all around the king. 11And they brought out the king's son, put the crown on him, gave him
the Testimony, and made him king. Then Jehoiada and his sons anointed him, and said, "Long live
the king!"

Death of Athaliah

* 12 Now when Athaliah heard the noise of the people running and praising the king, she came to the
people in the temple of the LORD. 13When she looked, there was the king standing by his pillar at
the entrance; and the leaders and the trumpeters were by the king. All the people of the land were
rejoicing and blowing trumpets, also the singers with musical instruments, and those who led in
praise. So Athaliah tore her clothes and said, "Treason! Treason!"

14And Jehoiada the priest brought out the captains of hundreds who were set over the army, and
said to them, "Take her outside under guard, and slay with the sword whoever follows her." For the
priest had said, "Do not kill her in the house of the LORD."

15So they seized her; and she went by way of the entrance of the Horse Gate into the king's house,
and they killed her there.

16Then Jehoiada made a covenant between himself, the people, and the king, that they should be the
LORD's people. 17And all the people went to the temple of Baal, and tore it down. They broke in
pieces its altars and images, and killed Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. 18Also Jehoiada
appointed the oversight of the house of the LORD to the hand of the priests, the Levites, whom

David had assigned in the house of the LORD, to offer the burnt offerings of the LORD, as it is

written in the Law of Moses, with rejoicing and with singing, as it was established by David. 19And

he set the gatekeepers at the gates of the house of the LORD, so that no one who was in any way
unclean should enter.

20Then he took the captains of hundreds, the nobles, the governors of the people, and all the people
of the land, and brought the king down from the house of the LORD; and they went through the
Upper Gate to the king's house, and set the king on the throne of the kingdom. 21So all the people of
the land rejoiced; and the city was quiet, for they had slain Athaliah with the sword.

2 Chronicles 24

Joash Repairs the Temple

Joash Repairs the Temple

* 1 Joash was seven years old when he became king, and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem. His
mother's name was Zibiah of Beersheba. 2Joash did what was right in the sight of the LORD all the
days of Jehoiada the priest. 3And Jehoiada took two wives for him, and he had sons and daughters.
4Now it happened after this that Joash set his heart on repairing the house of the LORD. 5Then he
gathered the priests and the Levites, and said to them, "Go out to the cities of Judah, and gather from
all Israel money to repair the house of your God from year to year, and see that you do it quickly."
However the Levites did not do it quickly. 6So the king called Jehoiada the chief priest, and said to
him, "Why have you not required the Levites to bring in from Judah and from Jerusalem the
collection, according to the commandment of Moses the servant of the LORD and of the assembly

of Israel, for the tabernacle of witness?" 7For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, had broken
into the house of God, and had also presented all the dedicated things of the house of the LORD to
the Baals.

8Then at the king's command they made a chest, and set it outside at the gate of the house of the
LORD. 9And they made a proclamation throughout Judah and Jerusalem to bring to the LORD the
collection that Moses the servant of God had imposed on Israel in the wilderness. 10Then all the
leaders and all the people rejoiced, brought their contributions, and put them into the chest until all
had given. 11So it was, at that time, when the chest was brought to the king's official by the hand of
the Levites, and when they saw that there was much money, that the king's scribe and the high
priest's officer came and emptied the chest, and took it and returned it to its place. Thus they did day
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by day, and gathered money in abundance.

12The king and Jehoiada gave it to those who did the work of the service of the house of the LORD;
and they hired masons and carpenters to repair the house of the LORD, and also those who worked
in iron and bronze to restore the house of the LORD. 13So the workmen labored, and the work was
completed by them; they restored the house of God to its original condition and reinforced it.
14When they had finished, they brought the rest of the money before the king and Jehoiada; they
made from it articles for the house of the LORD, articles for serving and offering, spoons and vessels
of gold and silver. And they offered burnt offerings in the house of the LORD continually all the days
of Jehoiada.

Apostasy of Joash

15 But Jehoiada grew old and was full of days, and he died; he was one hundred and thirty years old
when he died. 16And they buried him in the City of David among the kings, because he had done
good in Israel, both toward God and His house.

17Now after the death of Jehoiada the leaders of Judah came and bowed down to the king. And the
king listened to them. 18Therefore they left the house of the LORD God of their fathers, and served
wooden images and idols; and wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem because of their trespass.
19Yet He sent prophets to them, to bring them back to the LORD; and they testified against them,
but they would not listen.

20Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, who stood above the
people, and said to them, "Thus says God: "Why do you transgress the commandments of the
LORD, so that you cannot prosper? Because you have forsaken the LORD, He also has forsaken
you." 21So they conspired against him, and at the command of the king they stoned him with stones
in the court of the house of the LORD. 22Thus Joash the king did not remember the kindness which
Jehoiada his father had done to him, but killed his son; and as he died, he said, "The LORD look on
it, and repay!"

Death of Joash

* 23 So it happened in the spring of the year that the army of Syria came up against him; and they
came to Judah and Jerusalem, and destroyed all the leaders of the people from among the people,
and sent all their spoil to the king of Damascus. 24For the army of the Syrians came with a small
company of men; but the LORD delivered a very great army into their hand, because they had
forsaken the LORD God of their fathers. So they executed judgment against Joash. 25And when
they had withdrawn from him (for they left him severely wounded), his own servants conspired
against him because of the blood of the sons of Jehoiada the priest, and killed him on his bed. So he
died. And they buried him in the City of David, but they did not bury him in the tombs of the kings.
26These are the ones who conspired against him: Zabad the son of Shimeath the Ammonitess, and
Jehozabad the son of Shimrith the Moabitess. 27Now concerning his sons, and the many oracles
about him, and the repairing of the house of God, indeed they are written in the annals of the book of
the kings. Then Amaziah his son reigned in his place.

New King James Version (NKJV)

2 Chronicles 29

Hezekiah Reigns in Judah

Temple Worship Restored

* 1 Hezekiah became king when he was twenty-five years old, and he reigned twenty-nine years in
Jerusalem. His mother's name was Abijah the daughter of Zechariah. 2And he did what was right in
the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father David had done.
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Hezekiah Cleanses the Temple

3 In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the doors of the house of the LORD and
repaired them. 4Then he brought in the priests and the Levites, and gathered them in the East Square,
5and said to them: "Hear me, Levites! Now sanctify yourselves, sanctify the house of the LORD

God of your fathers, and carry out the rubbish from the holy place. 6For our fathers have trespassed
and done evil in the eyes of the LORD our God; they have forsaken Him, have turned their faces
away from the dwelling place of the LORD, and turned their backs on Him. 7They have also shut up
the doors of the vestibule, put out the lamps, and have not burned incense or offered burnt offerings
in the holy place to the God of Israel. 8Therefore the wrath of the LORD fell upon Judah and
Jerusalem, and He has given them up to trouble, to desolation, and to jeering, as you see with your
eyes. 9For indeed, because of this our fathers have fallen by the sword; and our sons, our daughters,
and our wives are in captivity.

10"Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the LORD God of Israel, that His fierce wrath may
turn away from us. 11My sons, do not be negligent now, for the LORD has chosen you to stand
before Him, to serve Him, and that you should minister to Him and burn incense."

12Then these Levites arose: Mahath the son of Amasai and Joel the son of Azariah, of the sons of the
Kohathites; of the sons of Merari, Kish the son of Abdi and Azariah the son of Jehallelel; of the
Gershonites, Joah the son of Zimmah and Eden the son of Joah; 130of the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri
and Jeiel; of the sons of Asaph, Zechariah and Mattaniah; 14of the sons of Heman, Jehiel and Shimei;
and of the sons of Jeduthun, Shemaiah and Uzziel.

15And they gathered their brethren, sanctified themselves, and went according to the commandment
of the king, at the words of the LORD, to cleanse the house of the LORD. 16Then the priests went
into the inner part of the house of the LORD to cleanse it, and brought out all the debris that they
found in the temple of the LORD to the court of the house of the LORD. And the Levites took it out
and carried it to the Brook Kidron.

17Now they began to sanctify on the first day of the first month, and on the eighth day of the month
they came to the vestibule of the LORD. So they sanctified the house of the LORD in eight days,

and on the sixteenth day of the first month they finished.

18Then they went in to King Hezekiah and said, "We have cleansed all the house of the LORD, the
altar of burnt offerings with all its articles, and the table of the showbread with all its articles.
19Moreover all the articles which King Ahaz in his reign had cast aside in his transgression we have
prepared and sanctified; and there they are, before the altar of the LORD."

Hezekiah Restores Temple Worship

20 Then King Hezekiah rose early, gathered the rulers of the city, and went up to the house of the
LORD. 21And they brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven lambs, and seven male goats for a sin
offering for the kingdom, for the sanctuary, and for Judah. Then he commanded the priests, the sons
of Aaron, to offer them on the altar of the LORD. 22So they killed the bulls, and the priests received
the blood and sprinkled it on the altar. Likewise they killed the rams and sprinkled the blood on the
altar. They also killed the lambs and sprinkled the blood on the altar. 23Then they brought out the
male goats for the sin offering before the king and the assembly, and they laid their hands on them.
24And the priests killed them; and they presented their blood on the altar as a sin offering to make an
atonement for all Israel, for the king commanded that the burnt offering and the sin offering be made
for all Israel.

25And he stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with cymbals, with stringed instruments,
and with harps, according to the commandment of David, of Gad the king's seer, and of Nathan the
prophet; for thus was the commandment of the LORD by His prophets. 26The Levites stood with the
instruments of David, and the priests with the trumpets. 27Then Hezekiah commanded them to offer
the burnt offering on the altar. And when the burnt offering began, the song of the LORD also began,
with the trumpets and with the instruments of David king of Israel. 28So all the assembly worshiped,
the singers sang, and the trumpeters sounded; all this continued until the burnt offering was finished.
29And when they had finished offering, the king and all who were present with him bowed and
worshiped. 30Moreover King Hezekiah and the leaders commanded the Levites to sing praise to the
LORD with the words of David and of Asaph the seer. So they sang praises with gladness, and they
bowed their heads and worshiped.



The Tabernacle of David

31Then Hezekiah answered and said, "Now that you have consecrated yourselves to the LORD,

come near, and bring sacrifices and thank offerings into the house of the LORD." So the assembly
brought in sacrifices and thank offerings, and as many as were of a willing heart brought burnt
offerings. 32And the number of the burnt offerings which the assembly brought was seventy bulls, one
hundred rams, and two hundred lambs; all these were for a burnt offering to the LORD. 33The
consecrated things were six hundred bulls and three thousand sheep. 34But the priests were too few,
so that they could not skin all the burnt offerings; therefore their brethren the Levites helped them
until the work was ended and until the other priests had sanctified themselves, for the Levites were
more diligent in sanctifying themselves than the priests. 35Also the burnt offerings were in abundance,
with the fat of the peace offerings and with the drink offerings for every burnt offering.

So the service of the house of the LORD was set in order. 36Then Hezekiah and all the people

rejoiced that God had prepared the people, since the events took place so suddenly.

2 Chronicles 30

Hezekiah Keeps the Passover

Hezekiah Keeps the Passover

1 And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and also wrote letters to Ephraim and Manasseh, that
they should come to the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, to keep the Passover to the LORD God

of Israel. 2For the king and his leaders and all the assembly in Jerusalem had agreed to keep the
Passover in the second month. 3For they could not keep it at the regular time, because a sufficient
number of priests had not consecrated themselves, nor had the people gathered together at
Jerusalem. 4And the matter pleased the king and all the assembly. 5So they resolved to make a
proclamation throughout all Israel, from Beersheba to Dan, that they should come to keep the
Passover to the LORD God of Israel at Jerusalem, since they had not done it for a long time in the
prescribed manner.

6Then the runners went throughout all Israel and Judah with the letters from the king and his leaders,
and spoke according to the command of the king: "Children of Israel, return to the LORD God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel; then He will return to the remnant of you who have escaped from the
hand of the kings of Assyria. 7And do not be like your fathers and your brethren, who trespassed
against the LORD God of their fathers, so that He gave them up to desolation, as you see. 8Now do
not be stiff-necked, as your fathers were, but yield yourselves to the LORD; and enter His

sanctuary, which He has sanctified forever, and serve the LORD your God, that the fierceness of His
wrath may turn away from you. 9For if you return to the LORD, your brethren and your children will
be treated with compassion by those who lead them captive, so that they may come back to this
land; for the LORD your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn His face from you if you
return to Him."

10So the runners passed from city to city through the country of Ephraim and Manasseh, as far as
Zebulun; but they laughed at them and mocked them. 11Nevertheless some from Asher, Manasseh,
and Zebulun humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem. 12Also the hand of God was on Judah to
give them singleness of heart to obey the command of the king and the leaders, at the word of the
LORD.

13Now many people, a very great assembly, gathered at Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Unleavened
Bread in the second month. 14They arose and took away the altars that were in Jerusalem, and they
took away all the incense altars and cast them into the Brook Kidron. 15Then they slaughtered the
Passover lambs on the fourteenth day of the second month. The priests and the Levites were
ashamed, and sanctified themselves, and brought the burnt offerings to the house of the LORD.
16They stood in their place according to their custom, according to the Law of Moses the man of
God; the priests sprinkled the blood received from the hand of the Levites. 17For there were many in
the assembly who had not sanctified themselves; therefore the Levites had charge of the slaughter of
the Passover lambs for everyone who was not clean, to sanctify them to the LORD. 18For a
multitude of the people, many from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed
themselves, yet they ate the Passover contrary to what was written. But Hezekiah prayed for them,
saying, "May the good LORD provide atonement for everyone 19who prepares his heart to seek
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God, the LORD God of his fathers, though he is not cleansed according to the purification of the
sanctuary." 20And the LORD listened to Hezekiah and healed the people.

21So the children of Israel who were present at Jerusalem kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread

seven days with great gladness; and the Levites and the priests praised the LORD day by day,
singing to the LORD, accompanied by loud instruments. 22And Hezekiah gave encouragement to all
the Levites who taught the good knowledge of the LORD; and they ate throughout the feast seven
days, offering peace offerings and making confession to the LORD God of their fathers.

23Then the whole assembly agreed to keep the feast another seven days, and they kept it another
seven days with gladness. 24For Hezekiah king of Judah gave to the assembly a thousand bulls and
seven thousand sheep, and the leaders gave to the assembly a thousand bulls and ten thousand
sheep; and a great number of priests sanctified themselves. 25The whole assembly of Judah rejoiced,
also the priests and Levites, all the assembly that came from Israel, the sojourners who came from
the land of Israel, and those who dwelt in Judah. 26So there was great joy in Jerusalem, for since the
time of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel, there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem.
27Then the priests, the Levites, arose and blessed the people, and their voice was heard; and their
prayer came up to His holy dwelling place, to heaven.

New King James Version (NK1V)
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Josiah Keeps the Passover

Josiah Keeps the Passover

* 1 Now Josiah kept a Passover to the LORD in Jerusalem, and they slaughtered the Passover

lambs on the fourteenth day of the first month. 2And he set the priests in their duties and encouraged
them for the service of the house of the LORD. 3Then he said to the Levites who taught all Israel,
who were holy to the LORD: "Put the holy ark in the house which Solomon the son of David, king of
Israel, built. It shall no longer be a burden on your shoulders. Now serve the LORD your God and
His people Israel. 4Prepare yourselves according to your fathers' houses, according to your
divisions, following the written instruction of David king of Israel and the written instruction of
Solomon his son. 5And stand in the holy place according to the divisions of the fathers' houses of
your brethren the lay people, and according to the division of the father's house of the Levites. 6So
slaughter the Passover offerings, consecrate yourselves, and prepare them for your brethren, that
they may do according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses."

7Then Josiah gave the lay people lambs and young goats from the flock, all for Passover offerings for
all who were present, to the number of thirty thousand, as well as three thousand cattle; these were
from the king's possessions. 8And his leaders gave willingly to the people, to the priests, and to the
Levites. Hilkiah, Zechariah, and Jehiel, rulers of the house of God, gave to the priests for the
Passover offerings two thousand six hundred from the flock, and three hundred cattle. 9Also
Conaniah, his brothers Shemaiah and Nethanel, and Hashabiah and Jeiel and Jozabad, chief of the
Levites, gave to the Levites for Passover offerings five thousand from the flock and five hundred
cattle.

10So the service was prepared, and the priests stood in their places, and the Levites in their
divisions, according to the king's command. 11And they slaughtered the Passover offerings; and the
priests sprinkled the blood with their hands, while the Levites skinned the animals. 12Then they
removed the burnt offerings that they might give them to the divisions of the fathers' houses of the lay
people, to offer to the LORD, as it is written in the Book of Moses. And so they did with the cattle.
13Also they roasted the Passover offerings with fire according to the ordinance; but the other holy
offerings they boiled in pots, in caldrons, and in pans, and divided them quickly among all the lay
people. 14Then afterward they prepared portions for themselves and for the priests, because the
priests, the sons of Aaron, were busy in offering burnt offerings and fat until night; therefore the
Levites prepared portions for themselves and for the priests, the sons of Aaron. 15And the singers,
the sons of Asaph, were in their places, according to the command of David, Asaph, Heman, and
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Jeduthun the king's seer. Also the gatekeepers were at each gate; they did not have to leave their
position, because their brethren the Levites prepared portions for them.

16So all the service of the LORD was prepared the same day, to keep the Passover and to offer
burnt offerings on the altar of the LORD, according to the command of King Josiah. 17And the
children of Israel who were present kept the Passover at that time, and the Feast of Unleavened
Bread for seven days. 18There had been no Passover kept in Israel like that since the days of Samuel
the prophet; and none of the kings of Israel had kept such a Passover as Josiah kept, with the priests
and the Levites, all Judah and Israel who were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 19In the
eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah this Passover was kept.

Josiah Dies in Battle

* 20 After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Necho king of Egypt came up to fight
against Carchemish by the Euphrates; and Josiah went out against him. 21But he sent messengers to
him, saying, "What have I to do with you, king of Judah? I have not come against you this day, but
against the house with which I have war; for God commanded me to make haste. Refrain from
meddling with God, who is with me, lest He destroy you." 22Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his
face from him, but disguised himself so that he might fight with him, and did not heed the words of
Necho from the mouth of God. So he came to fight in the Valley of Megiddo.

23And the archers shot King Josiah; and the king said to his servants, "Take me away, for I am
severely wounded." 24His servants therefore took him out of that chariot and put him in the second
chariot that he had, and they brought him to Jerusalem. So he died, and was buried in one of the
tombs of his fathers. And all Judah and Jerusalem mourned for Josiah.

25Jeremiah also lamented for Josiah. And to this day all the singing men and the singing women
speak of Josiah in their lamentations. They made it a custom in Israel; and indeed they are written in
the Laments.

26Now the rest of the acts of Josiah and his goodness, according to what was written in the Law of
the LORD, 27and his deeds from first to last, indeed they are written in the book of the kings of
Israel and Judah.

Ezra 3

10When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests stood in their apparel
with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD, according to
the ordinance of David king of Israel. 11And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the
LORD:

"For He is good,
For His mercy endures forever toward Israel."

Then all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, because the
foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.

12But many of the priests and Levites and heads of the fathers' houses, old men who had seen the
first temple, wept with a loud voice when the foundation of this temple was laid before their eyes.
Yet many shouted aloud for joy, 13so that the people could not discern the noise of the shout of joy
from the noise of the weeping of the people, for the people shouted with a loud shout, and the sound
was heard afar off.

Nehemiah 12

28And the sons of the singers gathered together from the countryside around Jerusalem, from the
villages of the Netophathites, 29from the house of Gilgal, and from the fields of Geba and Azmaveth;
for the singers had built themselves villages all around Jerusalem. 30Then the priests and Levites
purified themselves, and purified the people, the gates, and the wall.

31So I brought the leaders of Judah up on the wall, and appointed two large thanksgiving choirs.
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One went to the right hand on the wall toward the Refuse Gate. 32After them went Hoshaiah and half
of the leaders of Judah, 33and Azariah, Ezra, Meshullam, 34Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, Jeremiah,
35and some of the priests' sons with trumpets--Zechariah the son of Jonathan, the son of Shemaiah,
the son of Mattaniah, the son of Michaiah, the son of Zaccur, the son of Asaph, 36and his brethren,
Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah, and Hanani, with the musical instruments

of David the man of God. And Ezra the scribe went before them. 37By the Fountain Gate, in front of
them, they went up the stairs of the City of David, on the stairway of the wall, beyond the house of
David, as far as the Water Gate eastward.

38The other thanksgiving choir went the opposite way, and I was behind them with half of the people
on the wall, going past the Tower of the Ovens as far as the Broad Wall, 39and above the Gate of
Ephraim, above the Old Gate, above the Fish Gate, the Tower of Hananel, the Tower of the

Hundred, as far as the Sheep Gate; and they stopped by the Gate of the Prison.

40So the two thanksgiving choirs stood in the house of God, likewise I and the half of the rulers with
me; 41and the priests, Eliakim, Maaseiah, Minjamin, Michaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah,
with trumpets; 42also Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam, and Ezer.

The singers sang loudly with Jezrahiah the director.

43Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great
joy; the women and the children also rejoiced, so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard afar off.

Temple Responsibilities

44 And at the same time some were appointed over the rooms of the storehouse for the offerings, the
firstfruits, and the tithes, to gather into them from the fields of the cities the portions specified by the
Law for the priests and Levites; for Judah rejoiced over the priests and Levites who ministered.
45Both the singers and the gatekeepers kept the charge of their God and the charge of the
purification, according to the command of David and Solomon his son. 46For in the days of David

and Asaph of old there were chiefs of the singers, and songs of praise and thanksgiving to God. 47In
the days of Zerubbabel and in the days of Nehemiah all Israel gave the portions for the singers and
the gatekeepers, a portion for each day. They also consecrated holy things for the Levites, and the
Levites consecrated them for the children of Aaron.



